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Let Us Go to Bethlehem 
By S. W. Young 


OME, let us go to Bethlehem; 
God’s gift of love is there; 
The anthem of the heavenly host 
Is filling all the air. 
There’s peace and joy in Bethlehem 
For those who humbly bring 
Their worship and their gifts to Christ, 
Born there a Saviour-King. 


Come, let us go to Bethlehem. 
By faith we'll walk today. 

The road the star has lighted up 
To drive dark doubts away. 

For He who spared not His dear Son, 
But gave Him for us all, 

Will give to trusting souls His grace, 
Nor suffer them to fall. 


The River of God's Grace 


God does not expect His’ people to 
bear their burdens alone. From one end 
of the Bible to the other, by example, 
precept, and promise, He has shown us 
that His power is available to the be- 
lieving, praying, and trusting soul. Many 
years ago the Editor saw an impressive 
ilustration of the truth that God’s grace 
is sufficient to lift and carry all the bur- 
dens of all His people. With two guides 


and a party of boy campers he was trav- 
eling by canoe through a chain of lakes 
and streams in Maine. There were more 
than twenty in the group and the canoes 
were heavily loaded with campers and 
duffel, with a bow and stern paddler in 
each. After traveling for some miles 
up one of the lakes they entered the 
inlet and paddled up the stream until 
the canoes were grounded on the gravel 
of the shallow stream, and it seemed 
impossible to go any farther. But one 
guide knew what to do, and, taking the 
writer with him, he led the way through 
the woods more than a mile upstream. 
There they found a large log dam at 
the foot of another lake, and after con- 
siderable effort they raised one of the 
sluice gates and started back down 
toward the stranded canoes. They ar- 
rived before the added volume of water 
and waited to see the result. Soon the 
water could be seen rising, it spread 
out over the banks, and sticks and logs 
began to float down. Before long the 
canoes began to rise and slowly they 
were lifted clear of the bottom until 
they rode free again in plenty of water. 


5 4 


The fresh supply of water from the lake 
not only cleared away brush and débris 
carrying all before it, but also lifted thr 
burdens that were too heavy for the men 
and boys. Then the whole party, with 
pole and paddle, made its way upstream, 
and tents were pitched that night on the 
lovely shore of the upper lake. If things 
are going hard with us, it may be that 
we need to leave our burdens for’ a 
time, get back to the source of power, 
remove anything from our lives that may 
be hindering, and simply open our hearts 
to God and: let His grace flow through. 
“And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always hav- 
ing all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 
9:8). “There is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make glad the city of God, 
the holy place of the tabernacles of the 
most High” (Psa. 46:4). “For they shall 
be healed; and every thing shall live 
whither the river cometh” (Ezek, 47:9). 
“And he shewed me a pure river of 
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 22:1). 
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A Call to Prayer on Watch Night 


An editorial by Ernest M. Wadsworth, — Director of 


the 


To all who in every place fear God and 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 


GREETINGS: 


OU know the times and the need 

of the churches. And you realize 
keenly, in this hour of tremendous 
moral and spiritual need, that unless 
congregations of Christian people are 
revived, communities and nations cannot 
be blessed. But where can we find in 
our evangelical churches, which we love 
so much, sample revival fires burning 
under the breath of God and aflame 
with the glory of His grace? Where 


reat Commission Prayer 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In whom we have redemption 
through his blood. the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 














ague 


is the Christian congregation which, like 
that of the Thessalonians, is an ensam- 
ple “to all that believe” and where, in 
every place their “faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad?” (1 Thess, 1:7, 8.) Is it 
not a time for serious consideration? 
Why has God seemingly passed over 
Christian congregations in not. giving 
them a cleansing, renewing, supernatural 
work of grace as in former times when 
the Word of the Lord ran and had free 
course and was glorified? Where are 
the ministers who are overwhelmed with 
work because of penitent Christians, 
awakened false professors, and alarmed 
sinners? 

Conditions in the world and the lack 
of revival in Christian congregations are 
certainly God’s call to all who fear God 
and love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity to come speedily into a great 
union and agreement in prayer for a 
world-shaking ministry of the Spirit in 
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ministers, church officers, and members, 
and through them in whole communities. 
Thank God for His use of some colleges 
that have experienced revival, and some 
evangelists who are gathering great 
numbers of people in noteworthy assem- 
blies. Unless congregations are revived 
the nurture of new converts will be im- 
periled. One great religious fire, with 
its comfort and cheer, and at which 
many new flames may be enkindled, is 
no substitute for fires burning in ten 
thousand churches in this time when the 
love of many has waxed cold. Thank 
God for the fires, but oh, for congrega- 
tions to come aflame with the glory of 
God! 

Our Lord’s last message was to 
churches. And never was there a time 
in church history when it was so im- 
perative that congregations should “hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches” 
(Rev. 2 and 3). But for this, a revival 
of prayer is a paramount necessity. If 
we need God to work His unusual work 
among us, we must ask God to work 
among us. The last night of the year 
— Watch Night — which falls on a Sun- 
day, should be observed in thousands of 
prayer groups of two or three in 
homes, or more in churches, after the 
good example of Whitefield and the Wes- 
leys and their sixty or more brethren, 
who inaugurated the “Great Awakening” 
in the eighteenth century. And the en- 
tire Week of Prayer (January 7-14) 
should witness the beginning of a re- 
vival of prayer in all participating 
churches. The God of revival is equal 
to the needs of His churches and the 
world in its unrest. And old-time re- 
vivals are intimations of the glorious 
power He longs to display in Christian 
congregations, 

At the turn of the nineteenth century, 
churches in New England were rejoic- 
ing in spreading revival. God’s visita- 
tion of these churches with seasons of 
refreshing are a matter of record. Dr. 
Bennett Tyler published in the Evangel- 
ical Magazine, and later in a book he 
prepared for the Massachusetts Sunday 
School Society, “New England Revivals,” 
a great number of letters from ministers 
who had experienced revivals in their 
churches. And these letters give us a 
calm appraisal of that divine visitation, 
for they were written several years after 
the crest of the revival waves had swept 
through their parishes, They were unan- 
imous in describing a number of features 
of those revivals. They all realized they 
were not to be credited to any human 
agent. They were too pure, too exten- 
sive in their spread and blessing to be 
the work of men. The converts for the 
most part remained true and adorned 
the doctrines of the Gospel. They be- 
came exemplary Christians both in word 
and deed. The revivals came not as a 
mighty earthquake, wind or fire, but as 
gentle showers that water the earth and 


(Continued on page 1106) 
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Dr. Macaulay 
To Succeed Dr. lronside 


R,. JOSEPH C. MACAULAY, pastor 

of the Wheaton Bible Church, 
Wheaton, Ill., who has been writing the 
“Questions for Teacher and Class” for 
some time, will succeed Dr. Ironside as 
the leading lesson writer of the Times 
beginning with the first lesson of 1951. 
He was Dr. Ironside’s own choice, as 
well as the Editors’. 

Because of eye trouble and his many 
responsibilities; Dr. Ironside had con- 
cluded that he could not continue after 
1950. On June 30 he wrote: 


Just before leaving Thomaston, Ga., 
yesterday my dear wife and I finished 
the last Sunday school lesson for the 
present year, 1950, and the pen-written 
manuscript was to be mailed today to 
my former secretary, Miss Dowe in 
Chicago. It is with great regret and 
yet with a feeling of relief that I have 
thus come to the close of my associa- 
tion with the Truegs, I believe I have 
been writing the lessons for the last 
fifteen years, and while I know that in 
my busy life and recently in my semi- 
blindness I have often failed to do all 
I would like to have in the way of 
opening up the truths of the lessons, 
yet, on the other hand, it has been a 
real source of blessing to my own soul 
to compare Scripture with Scripture 
and prepare the lesson material dur- 
ing these years. 

For the last six months, however, it 
has become increasingly difficult for 
me to do this owing to my nearly blind 
condition. If it had not been for the 
help of my dear wife in reading to me 
and looking up the references and then 
writing out the lesson in longhand to 
my dictation, I do not know how I 
could have gotten through. This is 
what I mean when I say I lay down 
this work with a feeling of relief, 

I want to thank you personally for 
your kindness and_ consideration 
throughout these years, and assure you 
that it has been a real joy to work 
with you in this way. 


All of Dr, Ironside’s many friends will 
be glad to know that an operation on his 


Dr. Joseph C. Macaulay 
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eyes was successful, and he is again abk 
to read and write. On November 2 
and Mrs. Ironside sailed from Vancouve 
B. C., for New Zealand, where they wij 
spend four months in conferences be 
fore going on to Australia, and then 
Great Britain, if all goes well. May th 
members of the widespread Sunnay 
Scooot Trmes Family uphold him jp 
prayer as he goes, and also Dr. Macaulay 
as he takes up the new task. 

Dr. Macaulay was born in Belfast, Ire. 
land, brought up in Scotland, converte 
in Alloa, through the ministry of B 
McCall Barbour of Edinburgh, and bap. 
tized in St. George’s Cross Tabernacle 
Glasgow, by Pastor D. J. Findlay. He 
has received his education from Glasgow 
University and Wheaton College, ang 
was ordained to the ministry by the 
Toronto Baptist Association in 1920. He 
held three pastorates before coming ty 
the Wheaton Bible Church in 1939. He 
has published the following books: “De. 
votional Commentary on the Gospel of 


comparable Cross”; “Devotional Commen. 
tary on the Acts of the Apostles”; and 
“Devotional Studies in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews.” 

Dr. Macaulay has spent many years 
studying the Bible, which he accepts as 
the verbally inspired and infallible Word 
of God; his church at Wheaton is filled 
with eager listeners Sunday after Sun- 
day, and hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
have been blessed through his _ heart- 
warming preaching of the Gospel and his 
thoughtful, clear, and instructive expo- 
sitions of Scripture. 

Dr. Macaulay’s first leading lesson 
article will appear in next week’s issue, 
on the lesson for January 7, 1951. He 
will continue to write the “Questions for 
Teacher and Class.” He will be grateful 
for the prayer support of Trmes readers 
as he takes un the new task, 


Notes on Open Letters 





Thoughts for Shui-Ins 
and a Prayer Request 


Dr. Paul W. Rood, president of the 
World Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion, attended the Keswick Convention 
in England in July, where the Editor 
greatly enjoyed his fellowship again. Dr. 
Rood went to the Youth: for Christ Con- 
vention in Brussels and then on to Scan- 
dinavia, where he had speaking engage- 
ments. Upon his return to Chicago he 
had a slight stroke, from which he seems 
to be making a satisfactory recovery. 
Within a week he was able to return to 
his home in Glendale, Calif., but will 
have to rest for some time. 

Viewing his trial from God’s point of 
view, and taking advantage of the en- 
forced quiet, Dr. Rood has written some 

(Continued on page 1098) 
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VI. The Revelation of the Righteousness of God 


“That he might himself be just, and the justifier 
of him that hath faith in Jesus” 


of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have 
been considering it in its various as- 

In this article and the next one 

we Shall be thinking of the cross of 
Christ as a revelation, for it reveals to 
us various great realities which we can 
understand adequately in no other way. 
First of all, let us think of it as the 
revelation of the righteousness or jus- 
tice of God. As we think of the nature 
of God and of His attributes or charac- 
teristics, the first two that usually come 
to our minds are His righteousness or 
justice and His love. In fact, under one 
or the other of these two we can put 
all or nearly all of His other attributes 
which go to make up His divine nature. 

God’s righteousness is absolute, which 
means that by His nature He can do 
nothing that is in any way wrong and 
that nothing which is sinful or defiled 
in itself can ever enter His holy pres- 
ence. We by nature are so used to sin 
and have so much of it within our own 
selves that it is very difficult indeed for 
us to grasp the perfection of God’s right- 
eousness, or to regard sin with the loath- 
ing and the hatred that it deserves, and 
with which God Himself also regards it. 
It is, in fact, only when we get a vision 
of the glorious holiness and perfect 
righteousness of God that we come to 
realize our own condition and the sin- 
fulness and uncleanness of our -own 
hearts and lives. 

You remember the experience of the 
Prophet Isaiah as he relates it in the 
‘In the year 
that king Uzziah died,” he writes, “I 
saw the Lord ... high and lifted up; 
and his train filled the temple.” After 
this magnificent vision of the Lord in 
His glory and perfect righteousness, all 
that Isaiah could do was to gasp out 
the confession from his heart, “Woe is 
me! for I am ...a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a peo- 
ple of unclean lips.” In these words 
Isaiah was not confessing to the sin of 
blasphemy or impurity of lips as we 
commonly think of it, for he was already 
a prophet, and had already for a num- 
ber of years been exercising that holy 
office as mouthpiece for God. What he 
Meant was that as the result of the new 
conception and realization of God’s right- 
eousness that had come to him —as the 
Tesult of this wonderful vision — there 
had come to him also a new realization 
of his own unworthiness and sin. Even 
his lips—those members of his body 
that had been especially dedicated to 
God for His service, and for the pro- 
Nouncement and proclamation of His di- 


|: THIS series of articles on the cross 


Our salvation depends not only on 
the mercy of God, but also on His 
justice. Because with Him there “is 
no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning,” He pardons every sinner 
who trusts fully in the atonement 
made by His Son. In this sixth 
article of his series of eight, Dr. 
Soltau shows how this doctrine, 
which brings assurance, should have 
an evident effect in our daily lives. 








vinely authoritative laws and words, and 
for the declaration before all of His ab- 
solute righteousmess—even they were 
still utterly unworthy to bear His glori- 
ous name and to proclaim His holy 
edicts. It took a special vision to bring 
Isaiah into an adequate understanding 
of the absolute righteousness of his God; 
and it is necessary for the Holy Spirit 
to do a special work in our hearts and 
minds these days in which we are liv- 
ing to enable us to understand this same 
great reality. 

One purpose of the coming of the 
divine Son of God to earth in human 
form was to reveal to men just what 
the righteousness of God was and what 
God in His righteousness demanded from 
them in the conduct of their lives. You 
remember how, as He was teaching the 
multitudes, both in the Sermon on the 
Mount, and on other occasions also, He 
made it very clear that, whereas they 
had regarded it as quite sufficient if they 
could make their outward conduct con- 
form to God’s holy laws which had been 
given to their forefathers by Moses, those 
laws were kept in God’s sight only if 
they were applied not merely to outward 
acts, but also to inward thoughts. For 
Christ Jesus said that he that hateth his 
brother is a murderer and the man that 
allows impure thoughts to arise in his 
mind toward a woman is guilty of adul- 
tery. ‘ 

Gop DEMANDs RIGHTEOUSNESS 


It was only as the Lord Jesus Christ 
made these unchangeable principles 
plain that men came to understand the 
absolute righteousness of God Himself, 
and the absolute righteousness of the 
standards which He, because of His own 
nature, required of man whom He had 
created in His own image or likeness in 
order that he might have fellowship with 
his Creator. When the Word of God 
speaks of man in this way it means not 
that man’s physical appearance or body 
resembled God, for God is a Spirit. It 
means that to man God gave an intelli- 


gence with which he might understand | 


God’s ways and His words—an emo- 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


tional nature with which he could love 
God and His ways and hate evil and 
sin, and a free will with which he could 
make decisions to serve and honor his 
Creator, seeking to glorify Him in all 
things and to refrain from disobedience 
and from sin of all kinds. From one to 
whom God has given such tremendous 
capacities and opportunities He expects 
much, for He demands that those capaci- 
ties be used for the purposes for which 
they were given, namely, to glorify the 
Creator. 

Man has always failed and failed mis- 
erably to meet those requirements of 
God, and so has fallen far short of the 
glory of God. It is for this reason that 
man is under condemnation, because of 
his failure to obey God’s laws, and be- 
cause of his stubborn determination to 
have his own way and satisfy his own 
desires, leaving God out of his thoughts 
and utterly disregarding His holy com- 
mandments. This forms the background 
of the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and it is only when we understand the 
righteousness of God that we can per- 
ceive the absolute necessity for the death 
of the divine Son of God as the perfect 
Sacrifice, “once for all.” 


Gop MEETs THE DEMANDS OF 
His Own RIGHTEOUSNESS 


The problem caused by man’s sin arose 
first of all in the very nature of God 
Himself. His own absolute righteousness 
and justice demanded that the sinner be 
condemned — condemned on the basis of 
his conduct. As we saw in the last arti- 
cle, it was God’s eternal purpose to 
provide a reconciliation for sinful man 
and that was accomplished through the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
righteousness of God is most clearly re- 
vealed in the cross, for there we see 
God in the person of His Son, Himself 
meeting the demands of His own jus- 
tice in order that the way might be 
opened for Him to deal with man on 
the basis, not of justice, but of grace. 
That is the way in which God made it 
possible for Him Himself justly to par- 
don the sinner, to blut out his sins, to 
wipe clean his record, and to remove 
his guilt the moment that the sinner ac- 
cepts the Lord Jesus Christ as His Sav- 
iour in humble gratitude and repentance. 
That is the reason for the necessity, the 
absolute necessity, of faith in Christ 
Jesus as the only way by which we can 
approach into the holy presence of God. 


Gop’s RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED 
This, however, is not all. There is still 
one more step to be considered if we 
are to understand how the cross of our 
Lord reveals the righteousness of God. 
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The words, “the righteousness of God,” 
are used in a twofold way, especially in 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans. The first 
one is that which speaks of it as an 
attribute or characteristic of God Him- 
self, as we have been thinking of it just 
now. The second is that which speaks 
of it as God’s gift to all who have truly 
accepted Jesus Christ aS their Lord and 
Saviour. To them this perfect righteous- 
ness is “imputed” or “reckoned.” It is 
put to their account and is included 
among their assets or inheritance in 
Christ Jesus. This is not merely a 
beautiful ideal, but it is an actual reality, 
which, as it is perceived and appropri- 
ated, will result in that perfect right- 
eousness becoming more and more re- 
vealed and seen in the lives of all who 
have apprehended this great truth. For, 
as Paul reminds us, “Him who knew no 
sin he made to be sin on our behalf; 
that we might become the righteousness 
of God in him” (2 Cor, 5:21). 

It was the purpose of the cross that 
we should become the instruments to 
reveal God’s righteousness to those who 
do not know Him and are out of touch 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


with Him. Just as Christ Jesus came 
to reveal God to us in His own perfect 
life and character, and to impute to us 
His righteousness, so it is now His pur- 
pose that we who know Him shall so 
take on the beauties of His person — and 
that will especially include His right- 
eousness — that through us, and because 
of the testimony and witness of our 
lives, others shall come to a true un- 
derstanding and knowledge of Him as 
they see His likeness, His winsomeness, 
and His grace revealed in us. God grant 
that this gracious purpose shall indeed 
be worked out increasingly in each one 
of us to the glory of His holy name, 

Our God and Father, grant to us, we be- 
seech Thee, a clearer vision and under- 
standing of Thy perfect righteousness 
and of the glory of Thy being; and then 
enable us in faith to lay hold upon Thy 
promises, that the Holy Spirit may work 
out in us the righteousness of Thy Son, 
making us each one over into the glori- 
ous likeness of Him that we may in- 
deed live to Thy honor and glory. In 
His name, we ask it, amen, 


(To be continued) 


An Old-Fashioned S. S. Convention in Philadelphia 


With the theme, “Revival Now Through the Sunday School” 


N A marked spirit of unity, evangelical 

Sunday school forces met in Philadel- 
phia’s Town Hall, November 2 through 
4, at the Fifth National Sunday School 
Convention. The event was sponsored 
by the National Sunday School Associa- 
tion, the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association, and the Philadelphia Area 
Sunday School Association. 

Delegates and visitors came from 
twenty-nine states to share in the bless- 
ing of a program that was marked by 
fervor and vitality. Most of the mes- 
sages echoed the convention theme, “Re- 
vival Now Through the Sunday School.” 

Most significant was the fact that at- 
tendance was made up largely by de- 
nominational and interdenominational 
leaders, especially those concerned with 
Bible-centered Christian education. 

Public sessions were held mornings, 
afternoons, and evenings in addition to 
the eleven departmental conferences and 
twelve workshop groups. Nearly forty 
leaders and specialists took part in the 
program, 

Mayor Bernard Samuel of Philadel- 
phia welcomed the delegates to the city 
of brotherly love, and declared that the 
world’s current ills could be traced to 
spiritual declension. He called for a re- 
turn to the old-fashioned Sunday. school 
and homes in which family worship is 
practiced. 

The need of revival through the Sun- 
day school was clearly heralded in the 
Thursday evening address of Dr. Robert C. 


By RUSSELL T. HITT 


McQuilkin, president of Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S.C. Dr. McQuilkin 
quoted H. V. Kaltenborn, noted news 
analyst, as saying that “the present world 
conflict is between Christ and antichrist.” 
“We are in a crusade for freedom,” Dr. 
McQuilkin said. “Russia represents not 
only a great military power, but a re- 
ligion, a philosophy of life based on athe- 
ism. Communism is antigod and anti- 
christ. 

“America is awakening to the menace 
of Communism, but she is blind to the 
deadly menace that is eating away at the 
foundations of our democracy,” the 
speaker continued. “The secularism and 
godlessness that are Communism’s foun- 
dation are our No. 1 enemy. The public 
school system that is pointed to as the 
glory of democracy is more and more 
turning to secularism. 

“Our founding fathers in establishing 
the. American doctrine of the separation 
of the church and state never intended 
this to mean separation of God and the 
Bible from the state. We are in danger 
of depending on a new religion called 
Americanism, which seeks to stand for 
all the fruits of democracy, but turns 
from the foundations of that democracy 
— God and the Bible, 

“The great need of this hour is re- 
vival,” he stated. “This nation was born 
in revival — one of the fruits of the great 
awakening under Wesley and Whitefield, 
America will be saved now by revival, 
and one of the greatest factors in re- 
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vival will be the Sunday school.” 

Five factors were cited as being ip. 
volved in laying the groundwork for re. 
vival— Bible study, prayer, soul-win. 
ning, obedience to the Great Commission, 
and victorious Christian living. “The» 
must be fundamental, not supplemental,” 
the speaker said. 

Dr. McQuilkin described the continy. 
ing movements of the Spirit in Ethiopia 
Central Africa, Korea, and Brazil as eyj. 
dences of God's ability to give revival 
today. 

“The church of Christ began with re. 
vival.” It must continue that way,” he 
said. “God’s normal method is revival, 
which means the supernatural power of 
the Holy Spirit. Let the National Sun. 
day School Association accept the chal. 
lenge of this world-wide battle today 
and call America back to God, to the 
Bible, prayer, salvation, missions, and 
holy living.” 

Dr, James DeForest Murch, president 
of the National Sunday School Associa. 
tion and an authority in the field of 
Christian education, also spoke on the 
theme of revival through the Sunday 
school, outlining the various _ steps 
toward this goal. 

“The Sunday School and the Home’ 
was the subject of an address by Dr. 
Archer E.. Anderson, minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Duluth, 

“Nowhere is revival more sorely 
needed than in the Christian homes of 
America,” Dr, Anderson declared. -He 
traced declension to the failure in many 
homes to maintain a family altar, the 
trend away from family pews, and the 
failure of families to attend Sunday 
school together. 

“God has constituted the home as the 
primary source of Christian life and 
teaching,” the speaker continued. “The 
Sunday school is its partner — the second 
witness. When the Sunday school was 
strong, the moral and *spiritual fiber of 
our homes was strong.” 

One of the most scholarly messages 
of the convention was delivered by “Dr. 
Harold C, Mason, chairman of the De- 
partment of Religious Edtication .at As- 
bury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, 
Ky. His address was entitled, “Imple- 
menting the Great Commission.” 

“The Great Commission was given in 
an age that was in many ways similar 
to our own,” he declared. “Christ pro- 
jected it for the meeting of the sins and 
problems of every age. 

“Its setting is supernatural, and its ex- 
ecution is the task of supernaturalists. 
In it is the requirement that whatsoever 
Christ had commanded be taught, Hence 
it is entrusted to people who believe the 
Bible. 

“It was an inclusive mission which 
Christ assigned, and applies.to all Chris- 
tians. There is nothing said in it about 
iron curtains or closed doors,” Dr, Mason 
continued. 

“The Sunday school, with its great 
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Lesson for December 31 


army of lay workers; its historic inter- 
est in the underprivileged and depressed 
people; its emphasis upon evangelism, 
and its Bible-centeredness is the imple- 
mentation of the Great Commission in a 
time when moral and spiritual rearma- 
ment for the safety of the world and 
human freedom are engrossing the minds 
of our people,” he said. 

Dr. R. A. Forrest, president of Toccoa 
Falls Bible Institute, Toccoa Falls, Ga., in 
a message fresh with illustrations from 
Scripture and life, described the spiritual 
qualifications of the Bible school teacher, 

A related series of three addresses 
was given by Miss Eunice J. 
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retary of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association; the Rev. Paul Copeland, 
secretary of the Sunday School Depart- 
ment, Assemblies of God; Victor B. 
Growcock, sales manager of Church- 
Craft Pictures, St. Louis; Frank A. 
Kehrli of the American Sunday-School 
Union; the Rev. Clyde W. Meadows of 
King Street United Brethren Church, 
Chambersburg, Pa.; the Rev. Raymond 
White, national Sunday school represen- 
tative, Assemblies of God; Mrs, Isabelle 
R. Hall, secretary of Christian education, 
International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel; the Rev. Walter A. Carvin of 
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chairman of the Christian Education De- 
partment, Eastern Baptist Seminary; 
Matthew E. Welde, chairman of the 
Philadelphia Area~Sunday School Asso- 
ciation; the Rev. Leymon W. Ketcham, 
pastor, Halethorpe Community Church, 
Ha'ethorpe, Md.; Miss Fischer; Mrs. 
Davis; Miss Mears; Dr. Murch; and Mr. 
Vick. 

Skits were presented by the Rev. D. 
E, Bateman, pastor of the First Free 
Methodist Church, Mattoon, IIL; and by 
a group of Sunday school superintend- 
ents from the Philadelphia area, directed 
by Mr. Welde. 

’ While the National Sunday 
School Convention was in prog- 





Fischer, Sunday school consul- 
tant and convention department 
director of Scripture Press, Chi- 
cago, who spoke on “What Is 
Expected of the Teacher?”; the 
Rev. G. Beauchamp Vick, pastor 
of Temple Baptist Church, De- 
troit, who spoke on “What Is 
Expected of the Pastor?”; and 
the Rev. William E. Kirschke, 
former executive secretary of 
the National Sunday School As- 
sociation, who spoke on “What 
Is Expected of the Superintend- 
ent?” 

Miss Fischer based her mes- 
sage on Galatians 5:22, 23, 
which deals with the fruit of 
the Spirit. Mr. Kirschke stated 
that the superintendent should 
know his Christ, his call, and 
his course. Mr, Vick stressed 
the need for all members of the 
church to engage in witnessing. 

An illustrated message on 
“What a Child Can Do for a 
Worker” was presented by Mrs. 
George H. (Billie) Davis, Na- 
tional Sunday school represen- 
tative of the Assemblies of God. 

Concluding messages of the 
convention were delivered by 
Dr. Henrietta C; Mears, direc- 
tor of Christian education at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Hollywood, Calif., and editor- 
in-chief of Gospel Light Press; 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


October 25, 1950 


I am happy to have the opportunity to express 
my greetings and best wishes to those attending 
this Fifth Annual Sunday School Convention. 

I see in the thousands of Americans who have 
dedicated their efforts to Sunday school work a 
strong phalanx of crusaders for Christ to which 
the entire nation looks for inspirational leadership. 

The united strength of the Sunday school is most 
certainly necessary today. There has never been 
a more crucial time when strength and courage 
were needed to challenge the falsehoods of mate- 
rialism which have entrapped whole nations with 
their contagious, elusive promises. 
dation of America depends upon the character and 
quality of its youth. The responsibility of giving 
American youth proper guidance and training is 
more important at this hour than ever before in 
the history of our nation. 

I urge all of you to seize with strong hands the 
opportunities to correct injustices and to meet 
falsehoods with truth. 

The Sunday school is a citadel of real spiritual 
influence and it must continue to be strengthened 
in order to serve as a bulwark against the mate- 
rialism which is daily seeking to destroy spiritual 
values. 
(Signed) Joun Epcar Hoover 


Director. 


The basic foun- 


ress, the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association observed 
its twentieth anniversary, in a 
biennial session held at the 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Clarence H, Benson, gen- 
eral secretary, reported on the 
remarkable growth of E.T.T.A. 
since it was formed in the of- 
fices of THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Times, in May, 1931. At that 
time, a preliminary meeting had 
been held in Chicago in No- 
vember, 1930. Since those days, 
when there were five co-oper- 
ating schools, to the present the 
Association has grown to where 
it now lists 166 Bible institutes 
and colleges on its approved 
list. 

Awards issued to date are as 
follows: teachers’ diplomas, 15,- 
379; teachers’ certificates, 7,333; 
certificates of credit, 62,088. 
More than 300,000 manuals have 
been issued, and a Spanish edi- 
tion will soon be available. The 
third decade should see more 
than-a million manuals in use. 
Approximately 441 local church 
and training classes were con- 
ducted in the last year in the 
United States, Canada, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and China, 

Officers elected to the E.T.T.A. 
were: Dr. Gordon C. Davis 
(Practical Bible Training 








and by Mr. Kirschke. 

“Youth is our greatest na- 
tional asset,” Miss Mears said, 
“but seven out of ten of our 
youth never darken our church 
doors. . ... Today we are raising up 
young people who know more about 
Stalin than the Lord Jesus Christ.” Miss 
Mears dwelt at length upon the pre- 
Tequisites of the Sunday school teacher, 
stressing especially that the teacher must 
know the Word of God and understand 
those who are taught. 

In a stirring final address, Mr. Kirschke 
fave the “Sunday School Challenge to 
the Men of America.” His message was 
based on Jeremiah 5:1. 

Those participating in the workshop 
conferences included Dr. Clarence H. 
Benson of Maitland, Fla. general sec- 


This statement for the Fifth Annual Convention 
National Sunday School Association was sent by Mr. 
to Mr. Matthew E. Welde, chairman, Philadelphia Area Sunday 
School Association. 


the Child Evangelism Fellowship; Dr. 
J. Stewart Brinsfield, president of Lee 
College, Cleveland, Tenn.; the Rev. A. L. 
Brown, general secretary of the Sunday 
School Department, Free Methodist 
Church of North America; Mrs, Davis; 
and Dr. Anderson. 

Departmental leaders were Miss Doro- 
thy L, Braun, instructor in Christian Ed- 
ucation, The King’s College, King’s Col- 
lege, Delaware; Miss Winona Walworth, 
secretary, United Evangelistic Churches, 
Oakland, Calif.; Mrs, Victor E. (Bernice 
T.) Cory, editor-in-chief of Scripture 
Press, Chicago; Dr. C. Adrian Heaton, 


School), president; the Rev. D. 
K. Reisinger (Buffalo Bible In- 
stitute, vice president; Dr, Clar- 
ence H, Benson, general secre- 
tary; Mr. William R. Thomas, 
treasurer. These officers, together with 
Dr. R. A. Forrest, Dr. R, C. McQuilkin, 
and the Rev. Dixon A. Burns, constitute 
the executive committee. 

At the annual meeting of the N.S.S.A. 
buard, the following officers were re- 
elected: Dr. Murch, president; Mr. 
Brown, first vice-president; the Rev. J. 
Clair Peters, second vice-president; Rus- 
sell T. Hitt, secretary; and Mr. Victor 
E, Cory, treasurer. Elected to the board 
for a two-year term were the follow- 
ing: Dr. Anderson; the Rev, Paul F. 
Elliott; the Rev, Rufus D. Reisdorph; the 
(Continued on page 1097) 
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thirteenth annual convention of 
Christian Business Men was held 
this year in Ottawa. They came 
from Britain; they came from California, 
some motoring five days. One flew from 
Honolulu. “A group of five men took 
their car at midnight and rode through 
the night, 550 miles, to be in time for 
the Lord’s Table, being unable to leave 
their work during the day.” “Mr. Le- 
Tourneau brought a party of eleven in 
his own plane.” Half of the delegates 
were Canadians, usually with Scotch 
burr. At the Communion, in the great 
Hotel Chateau-Laurier ballroom, 780 sat 
down to “break bread.” 

New local groups. (“Committees”) in 
1950 numbered 38, and each Committee 
chairman spoke for his new group. There 
are now 247 affiliated Committees. The 
convention was welcomed by City Con- 
troller Daniel McCann, who “knows the 
Lord.” 

Mr. Horsburgh, secretary of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission in England, says of 
the banquet, over 1,150 attending, which 
began at 6 and ended at 10.40, “Each of 
the fifteen directors gave his personal 
testimony — each. different, each impres- 
sive. I was included, and sought in a 
few minutes to introduce the Friend, 
who had come farthest to the gathering, 
from Heaven to earth.” 

The hymn singing was splendid, espe- 
cially “Saved to tell others” and “He 
lives, He lives.” The open-air meetings 
in the great Confederation Square drew 
large crowds. On Sunday. forty pulpits 
were filled by delegates. 

There was a fine address by Arnold 
Grunigen, San Francisco banker! Of 
the Christian Business Men’s Committee 
he said: “No single development in 
Christian activity is more clearly against 
the trend of our age and generation. 
... We travel a pathway that will be 
more rigorous and less popular ‘as we 
see the day approaching’ — 
aggressive evangelism. .. . We of the 
C.B.M.C. are the Marines, if you please, 

. Rangers, Commandos. We go in, 
fill in, wade in, when the ‘love of many 
shall wax cold.’’, . , What is our theme? 
The authority of the Word of God! We 
stand on it! We stake our all right 
here.” 


Notes on Christian Work.—Every now 
and then one hears of a Billy Sunday 
convert, hard at work. This time it is 
Yscar L. Smith, who moves about mi- 
grant camps in a mobile pulpit, an auto 
built for preaching and residence. He 
‘s engaged now in the distribution of 
1,000 New Testaments in the cotton- 
picking camps of Arizona. Arizona pas- 
tors take turns traveling with him on 
his preaching missions, 


In Manila, a Far Eastern Bible Insti- 
tute and Seminary has been built by 
ex-servicemen who ran the “GI Gospel 
Hour” during the war. It is a training 
school for Filipino pastors, 

Among the Ycuth for Christ speakers 
at Winona Conference this summer have 
been Peter Riggs, one-time professional 
gambler; James Vaus, former under- 
worldster; Louis Zamperini of the 1936 
American Olympic Team and record- 
mile-runner; and Stuart Hamblen, radio 
and movie star — all saved by grace, and 
witnessing to Christ. 

“They made me the keeper of the vine- 
yards: but mire own vineyard have I 
not kept” (Song of Sol. 1:6). The sad 
confession of many Christians! So they 
have been holding a Victorious Life Con- 
ference at the Bible Schocl for Chris- 
tian Workers in the City of Mexico, to 
re-emphasize our inheritance in Christ. 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
has thirty-eight missionaries working 
among the Indians of Montana, the Da- 
kotas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. It is 
a great evangelical mission work in the 
Northwest. This work was started a 
quarter century ago by Miss Dorothy 
Handley on White Earth Reservation in 
Northern Minnesota as the first Christian 
and Missionary Alliance mission to North 
American Indians. There are now six- 
teen mission stations and several out- 
stations on eleven reservations. This is 
a faith mission among 75,000 Indians 
who are essentially pagan. 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
Mr. Leslie Dunn, pastor, has a Board- 
walk Chapel, Wildwood, N. J., for the 
150,000 people constantly at this resort, 
during the summer months. There have 
been two or three hours of sound Gos- 
pel preaching nightly and a children’s 
Bible hour every morning. Young peo- 
ple from Bible institutes assist in various 
ways. Some three thousand people pass 
within a few feet of these open chapel 
doors every hour on summer evenings. 


“Just as I am, without one plea.”— 
Last April, the centenary of the death 
of the poet Wordsworth was celebrated 
in England, and among other memorials 
is the following regarding the conver- 
sicn of Wordsworth’s daughter Dora. 
She was a dying invalid, much troubled 
about her soul’s future. Her intimate 
friend, Charlotte Elliott, sent to her a 
copy of a new hymn she had written. 
Dora’s husband, Mr. Quillinan, after her 
death, sent the following to Miss Elliott: 

“I said to the beloved sufferer, con- 
scious that she had not long to live, 
‘Here is a hymn from Charlotte Elliott. 
Would you like me to read it?’ She was 
too weak and restless to pay. attention 
to anything, but she said, ‘Since it is 


By ERNEST GORDON 


from her I must hear it.’ When I had 
finished the last verse, she said very 
earnestly, ‘That is the very message | 
need. Please read it again.’ To satisfy 
her, F read it through at least ten times 
that day, and it brought her great com. 
fort. 

“Every morning, during the last two 
months of her life, she began the day by 
having the hymn read to her. She would 
often repeat it after me, line after line 
many times. On the last day of her 
life, just before she died, with a trem- 
bling voice she prayed: 

“Just as I am! Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come.” 

So with these words on her lips, she 
passed into the presence of the One in 
whose redeeming blood she had come to 
trust, and died with the peace that 
springs from ‘the full assurence that her 
name was written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life. In the little churchyard beside 
the river at Grasmere, surrounded by 
majestic mountains, are three graves. 
One of them is that of the poet Words- 
worth and his wife Mary. The center 
one is that of Dora, their daughter, who 
predeceased them. On a plain slab of 
Cumberland slate, at the top of the 
grave, is engraved a kneeling lamb, be- 
hind which is a cross, and the rest of 
the stone contains only the name, the 
date of her death, and the text on which 
the hymn ‘of Miss Elliott is based— 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.” 


English Notes—The Lord Mayor of 
Liverpool is a Baptist pastor, Mr. H, D. 
Longbottom, trained in economics and 
law and a Fellow of the Royal Economie 
Society. He is known for his public 
debates with freethinkers; indeed, is 
spoken of as the finest debater in the 
North of England. He is also Grand 
Master of the Orangemen in England 
and has a long record of useful pastoral 
work, 

Mr. R. M. Burke, a member of the 
Senate,of Eire and of the Administrative 
Council of the Irish Labor Party, has 
abandoned his public career to take up 
missionary work with the (Episcopalian) 
Church Missionary Society in Southeth 
Nigeria. 

Gecrge Grenfell was a missionary of 
the English Baptists to the Congo from 
1878 to 1906, and at the same time an 
explorer of great distinction. The 
pioneer of Protestant missions, he drove 
his steam launch, Peace, through the 
innumerable tributaries of the Congo, 
establishing mission sites and knitting 
up friendly contacts with unknown 
tribes. Now the University Institute of 
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Lesson for December 31 


Territories Beyond the Seas at Antwerp 
has named the last “promotion” of grad- 
uating students after the great Baptist 
missionary. “We rejoice,” says the direc- 
tor of this university, M. Norbert Laude, 
“that our promotion of 1950 should be 
placed under the name of such a lofty 
personality.” 


The ter-reformation in the Epis- 
copal Church is reintroducing turning to 
the east at the recitation of the creeds. 
Dr. Daniel Bartlett, long secretary of 
Bible Churchmen’s Missions, declares it 
(in the English Churchman) “heathen 
superstition,” a survival of sun worship. 
It is said, in Scripture, to be “a great 
abomination,” where “five and twenty 
men, with their backs toward the tem- 
ple of the Lord, and their faces toward 
the east, ... worshipped the sun 
toward the east” (Ezek, 8:16). 

“Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” “If the clergy and choir 
turn their backs on the main body of 
worshipers, then they are turning their 
backs upon the Lord and that at the 
moment when they are supposed to be 
confessing their belief in God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 

In protest against this superstition, 
some English churches at the time of the 
Reformation were built with the Lord’s 
table at the west end, notably the chapel 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where 
John Harvard studied. The great evan- 
gelical, Bishop Ryle of Liverpool, hap- 
pened to be in a church in which this 
practice was observed. He turned due 
west, at that point in the service, to pro- 
test against “a silly superstition  un- 
authorized by his church.” 


Mr. A. W. Martin has retired at the 
age of eighty from his service in con- 
nection with the Protestant Truth So- 
ciety. For years he has given both 
evangelical and Protestant witness in 
Hyde Park, on Tower Hill, and else- 
where in London. Early in life he 
evangelized navvies, or construction 
workers, on canals, docks, in tunnels, 
and in sewers. Then he preached in 
‘waveling caravans on village greens and 
in country market places, often being 
opposed by Anglo-Catholic clergy and 
even mobbed in genuine Catholic fash- 
ion. In later years, his outdoor min- 
istry in London has “driven the Catho- 
lic Evidence Guild and the Catholic 
Actionists from the pitches” by sheer 
force of skillful argument. 

As Wycliffe preacher, he made orderly 
protest against the reintroduction of 
Romish practices in the state church as 
at St. Magnus’, near London Bridge, and 
at St. Hilary’s in Cornwall, and even 
at Canterbury Cathedral on Christmas 
Eve, 1938, when Archbishop Lang blessed 
an elaborate crib. “I pray you, my 
Lord,” said he, “desist from this childish 
pre-Reformation practice.” For this he 
Was arrested, but the ritualists did not 
dare prosecute him. 
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Many were the encouraging incidents 
in his long career, and not a few souls 
saved. 


Air communication is _ facilitating 
Christian missions in new ways. Charles 
L. Black, a young Shreveport, La., sur- 
geon and Bible class teacher, spent his 
last vacation of three weeks performing 
operations at a Baptist mission hospital 
in Nigeria, and a group of Texas theo- 
logical students went to Japan, also on 
their own charges, there to engage in 
evangelism, 

A Christian Chinese, Mr, Frank Shu, 
a manufacturer, has given the Presby- 
terian Church a million dollars to es- 
tablish in Pasadena a home for retired 
missionaries. 


The work of Swedish Protestantism 
in behalf of the Jews during the great 
persecution of wartime is described by 
Mr. Pernow of the Swedish Israel Mis- 
sion. All Jews in Denmark were safely 
conveyed to Sweden and cared for while 
in exile, 6,000 of them. The Swedish 
attaché in Budapest, Mr. Wallenberg, 
saved 10,000 Jews by issuing Swedish 
citizenship to them and renting houses 
which he declared to be Swedish prop- 
erty and then filled with Jews. These 
he placed under the Swedish flag 
and denied entrance to their perse- 
cutors. Count Folke Bernadotte, in the 
spring of 1945, released some 31,000 Jews 
from concentration camps. 

The Swedish Israel Mission relieved 
Christian Jews exiled to Poland. It was 
difficult to get addresses, but a brave 
Swedish deaconess, Sister Greta, went 
thither, learned by heart fiftv addresses, 
and then flew back to Sweden. Con- 
nections were knit up with these ad- 
dresses by letter. They in turn gave 
other addresses, and soon the mission 
had the names of 350 Hebrew Christians 
in nearly every ghetto ir Poland. These 
became the agents for the distribution 
of relief packages and Scriptures. 

The Swedish mission also assisted in 
the emigration of about 1,000 children 
and 2,000 adults from the fiery furnace 
of Nazi persecutions, in spite of inde- 
scribable obstacles put in its way. A 
successful bureau for tracing and find- 
ing missing persons was organized at a 
time when families had been broken up 
and separated. A notice in the New 
York Times stated that the Swedish Is- 
rael Mission was at one time the only 
organization able to discover such dere- 
licts. 

In the third of Second Corinthians, 
Paul dwells on the contrast between the 
letter that killeth and the spirit that 
giveth life. The writing in stones of 
the ministration of condemnation has 
given way to that of the spirit, far more 
glorious. But even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the veil is upon Jewish 
hearts. 

A beautiful ten-dollar volume on He- 
brew alphabets ha’ been published in 
New York by Reuben Leaf, the aim of 
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which is to improve Hebrew lettering, 
The sopher, or scribe, was throughout 
the certuries the most highly honored 
of all Jewish craftsmen, for the Holy 
Scroll was the work of his hand and his 
was the task to see that the Torah was 
written in clear and beautiful letters 
For his task he needed to possess the 
“wisdom of heart” which the Lord 
ascribed to Bezaleel. 

“Some of the sacredness of the Holy 
Tongue attached itself to the very letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet,” says a writer 
in New Palestine, “and there are lovely 
legends in which the letters are treated 
as persons residing in Heaven, conscious 
of the divine task they play in forming 
the words of the Torah. Mr. Leaf is 
imbued with the spirit of his tradition.” 

When the veil is taken away, the Jews 
will concern themselves no longer with 
letters. Their mind will be opened that 
they might understand the content rather 
than the letter of Scripture, namely, that 
“it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise 
from the dead on the third day.” 


Lady Hosie, in her book, “A Passnort 
to China,” tells of a Chinese Bible 
woman who was preaching Christ to the 
scholar of a market town, in the market 
place. He heard her courteously, and 
after a little said: “Madam, you speak 
well, but why do you dwell on Jesus 
Christ? Let Him alone, and tell us about 
God.” Whereat she replied, “What, sir, 
should we krow about God if it were 
not for Jesus Christ?” 


In a brilliant address at his induction 
into the presidency of British Method- 
ism, Dr. W. E. Sangster had this to say 
regarding the primacy of evangelism: 

“Whenever I do the work of an 
evangelist, I know that something of 
eternal, as well as temporal, significance 
may happen. I can say, ‘Here and now 
eternity intrudes.’ I have not to seek 
God's purposes only in the slow unfold- 
ing of centuries and on this planet, but 
I may know that, in any hour when the 
eternal gospel is proclaimed, eternal 
consequences will ensue. Something is 
achieved fcrever and ever when one 
man accepts Jesus Christ. I have not 
to be indifferent to social amenities, but 
I will pick them up as I go. My direct 
aim will be evangelism, which carries 
at its heart every good and perfect 
thing. I will call it achievement when- 
ever I know the Spirit of God has used 
me to bring some sinner home.” 


From Japan, Dr. Falkenberg of the 
Bible Meditation League, makes this ir- 
teresting repert: 

“Early in my visit there was a confer- 
ence with some sixty-five Army and 
Navy chaplains at Yokosuka. The chief 
message, on spiritual values, was given 
by retiring Admiral Decker, commandant 
of the base. He told how General Mac- 
Arthur personally instructed him, four 
years ago, to make a great effort to win 
the local citizens to Christianity; how 
not one known Christian was to be 
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found there in 1942; and how more than 
five thousand have since accepted Christ, 
with five thousand Japanese children 
now attending Sunday schools. His suc- 
cessor, Admiral McLean, sat by and 
heard this great man of God and must 
have realized something of the spiritual 
responsibility handed on to him. The 
chaplains asked for vast quantities of 
Bible study material. 


Mr. Cvetic, long undercover agent of 
the FBI in the Communist organization, 
lets various cats out of his bag, not the 
least interesting among them the method 
of drawing liberal theologians (with 
others) into Communist false fronts. 
Passages in Cvetic’s second installment 
in the Saturday Evening Post (July 22) 
should be put in parallel with Mr. 
Kaub’s chart, “How Red Is the Federal 
Council?” They constitute a humiliat- 
ing exposure of the social gospellers, 
and should be a deterrent against plac- 
ing in positions of church power, men 
who are so easily duped. 


“Contact” reports the conversion of 
two Roman Catholic brothers, Emery 
and Talbert Bracinni, who have spoken 
for the Christian Business Men, and are 
now in the Northwestern Bible School. 

Another convert is now head of their 
branch in San Bernardino, Calif., a staff 
photographer of the San Bernardino 
Sun-Telegraph, who was brought to 
Christ while covering a routine assign- 
ment at the Hyman Appelman meetings 
last fall. He was son of a minister, but 
had not been inside a church for eight- 
een years. 

At a meeting in California, John C. 
Broger told how the Lord had blessed 
the Far Eastern Broadcasting Company, 
Manila. It has three powerful broad- 
casters, which beam the Word into the 
Philippines, China, Japan, Russia, and 
the Pacific Islands. Thirty-two languages 
and dialects are used in the Christian 
Radio City Project, Manila. 


The Evangelical Biblical Institute of 
South Italy in Naples has completed its 
first year. Its home is appropriately 
named Villa Savonarola in honor of the 
great Italian reformer, burned by Rome 
454 years ago. So long has Italy had 
to wait for the Reformation! In Flor- 
ence, in the Piazza della Signoria, many 
people this year, as in years past, placed 
flowers on the bronze medallion that 
marks the place of martyrdom. “I warn 
you, O Italy, I warn you, O Rome, that 
nothing can save you but Christ!” were 
his last words. 

The new Biblical Institute is able to an- 
nounce the opening of two new evange- 
listic centers in the vicinity of Naples, 
in charge of two graduates, one a for- 
mer Franciscan teaching friar,. who is 
also an organist; the other a former 
parish priest and organizer of two or- 
phanages. Father Valerio, the Francis- 
can describes with indignation his life 
as a boy in church training. “Every 
normal human feeling was suppressed. 
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I was denied the privilege of even an 
affectionate kiss from my mother when 
she visited me.” Later he was mission- 
ary to Suez and chaplain in the Italian 
air force. He tells of long murmuring 
devotions to Mary and bodily flogging 
daily. “Oh, if Protestants could real- 
ize the pressing need of evangelizing 
the leaders of the Roman Catholic 
Church that they (these priests) might 
preach redemption to the Italian people, 
so hungry for the truth!” 

This enterprise is under competent 
leadership, Mr. Jacques, who is now 
preaching in Italian and is a gifted Bible 
expositor, being in temporary charge, 
and Prof. Anthony Caliandro, who is at 
present speaking in the United States, 
director of the school, 418 Seventy-sixth 
St., North Bergen, N. J. 

Mr. Caliandro has long been asso- 
ciated with the late Dr. Lehmann of 
Christ’s Mission, New York. 


The Reformation Translation Fellow- 
ship, of which the Rev. J. G. Vos (Clay 
Center, Kans.) is the American repre- 
sentative, is providing literature in Chi- 
nese to put Chinese Christians on guard 
against church unbelief. It has just 
published Dr. J. Gresham Machen’s 
“Christianity and Liberalism” in a trans- 
lation by Samuel E, Boyle with the aid 
of two Chinese scholars, Ka Lai and 
Charles H, Chao. This is not abridged 
and is provided with a brief account of 
the life work of Dr. Machen. The seal 
of this fellowship bears the words in 
Chinese, “But the word of God is not 
bound.” 


It will be remembered that Baron de 
Hirsch, the builder of railways in Euro¢ 
pean Turkey, thought to make of Ar- 
gentina a Jewish home, and invested a 
fortune in settling poor Jews there, so 
that there are even now 300,000 Jews in 
Argentina. The remarkable thing is 
that these colonists from the beginning 
gave up a part of their land, which they 
described as Eretz Israel (Israel land), 
the incomes from whose crops were sent 
to the Zionist fund. “If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem!” The reaping of this con- 
secrated land was an occasion for Zion- 
ist rejoicing, singing of the Hatikvah, the 
national Jewish hymn, and display of 
the blue-white banner. These colonists 
were associated with the Chovevi Zion, 
the Lovers of Zion, of Russia, 

In Bolivia, too, are large numbers of 
Jewish communities; also in Brazil, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, among all of 
which states the Zionist movement is 
strongly organized. In fact, in some 


_ cases, Jews who do not contribute to 


Zionist funds are excommunicated. Large 
numbers of Jewish young men and 
women have left South America to do 
their part in the upbuilding of the Jew- 
ish state and as volunteers in the Jew- 
ish army. 

The second anniversary of Israel’s in- 
dependence was celebrated April 23, 
1950, by a concert performance of Han- 
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del’s “Israel in Egypt” at the Astor 
Hotel, New York, the Westminster Choir 
doing the choral parts, 

A champagne-making plant is to be 
established in Nathanya, Palestine, with 
an investment of $300,000. Its produce 
will be earmarked chiefly for export. 
Canny Jews, who know enough not to 
drink what they make and sell! 

Jewish scholars from all parts of the 
world are co-operating on a new re- 
ligious work, which will be on a par 
with Old and New Testaments, says Is- 
rael Tabuk, president. of the Rabbinical 
Council of America. He predicts that 
the new Jewish Commonwealth will 
produce a new religion of international 
morality, and that the Sanhedrin will 
be re-established in Jerusalem as a world 
court of religious law. 


There is now a large printing press in 
operation in Congoland, which, in two 
years, has put out over twenty-five mil- 
lion pages in French, English, Portu- 
guese, Lingala, Kikongo, Kipende, King- 
wana, Swahili, Otetela, and Ngambai. 
The books produced include hymnals, 
primers, elementary readers, illustrated 
story books, catechisms, French courses, 
and a hygiene book. A book of Old 
Testament selections and a Gospel of 
Luke are in process. And a special 
series of monthly study cards on Stew- 
ardship, recently produced for one of 
the missions, ran to a total of 320,000 
cards — over a ton in all! 

Periodicals in English, French, and 
native languages are published, one. be- 
ing the Kikongo edition of the multi- 
lingual woman’s paper, Congo Health. 
Adult literacy materials include illus- 
trated primers in Otetela and Kikongo, 
“The Story of Jesus” in the last lan- 
guage being in the form of four 32- 
page books with colored pictures on the 
cover. 

All this requires careful organization 
and constant supervision of the African 
staff which numbers forty men, some 
of whom operate highly complex ma- 
chines with accuracy and skill. The 
Monotype composing machines are in 
charge of an African operator, who has 
learned to make very fine adjustments, 
down to one ten-thousandth of an inch. 
The chief mechanic responsible for the 
adjustments of all the machines is Noah 
Kitenda, who started life as the mission 
cook, many years ago. In his spare time 
he taught himself to repair watches. 

The man in charge of the largest cylin- 
der press is also a Congolese, who knows 
his press from ground up. His early 
mechanical training came from his life 
as a river boat engineer. The editorial 
work is in the care of a very gifted Af- 
rican writer who goes through the 
manuscript material in French or in 
Kikongo, critically preparing it for pub- 
lication. 

One has but to look back to conditions 
a mere fifty years ago to realize what 
Christian missions are doing in Africa. 
(Congo Mission News, abridged.) 
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Lesson for December 31 


An Old-Fashioned 
S. S. Convention in Philadelphia 
(Continued from page 1093) 


Rev. Dallas M. Tarkington; the Rev. 
Paul W. McBeth; and the Rev. J. D. 
Bright. Those continuing in office for 
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another year are Dr. Benson; the Rev. 
Cyrus N. Nelson; Mr. Copeland; and Mrs, 
Hall. 

It was indicated that the Association 
probably would hold its 1951 convention 
in Detroit, and its 1952 session in Port- 
land, Oreg. 

CHICAGO, 


The Gospel of Peace at the Foot of Mont Blanc 
Where the Thonon Mission holds forth the light in a dark corner of France 


6¢] ORD, send us to some place as dark 

and needy as China.” Such was 
the cry of two English women who had 
offered for China, but who had been 
refused on medical grounds. While wait- 
ing on God for His guidance, they went 
to Switzerland on holiday, and, in the 
hotel at Lausanne where they were stay- 
ing, made the acquaintance of another 
Christian woman who had a burden on 
her heart. Before long she said to them, 
“I suppose you dor’t know anyone who 
would go across the lake and take the 
Gospel to Thonon? I call it the darkest 
town in the darkest department of 
France.” 

Wondering whether this wa: God's 
answer to their prayer, Miss Larritt and 
Miss Wilson decided to go and see for 
themselves this town of which they had 
never heard before. They found a coun- 
try backward and benighted as far as 
social conditions were concerned, where 
the Bible was practically an unknown 
book, though there was no lack of priests 
and nuns. The need was evidently great 
and the darkness deep, yet was it God's 
place for them? He graciously gave 
them an indication that they were in 
line with His will, 

At the restaurant where they had a 
meal, they were asked, “Do you know 
of anyone who is wanting a house?” 
It Was situated in a hamlet a mile or 
so from the center of the town, a typical 
Savoyard house, built of stone. But in 
this stronghold of Catholicism, would the 
landlord _accept Protestant tenants? 
“That’s all right,” said the one who was 
showing them around. “This house be- 
longs to a Protestant. I think it is the 
only one in Thonon which does.” 

There remained yet another problem; 
how was this house to be furnished? 
Here, too, they found their question fore- 
Stalled. If they took the house, -would 
they mind the owner’s furniture being 
left there, as he did not know where to 
store it? With such evident tokens of 
God’s leading, they took the house in 
1889 for a year, and remained there for 
along period; in fact, it was still in the 
hands of the mission in 1926. 

The early days were strenuous. At 
that period, Rome was supreme — the es- 


‘tablished church in France—and the 


Priests lost no opportunity to oppose the 


By MARJORIE SMITH 


spread of the Gospel by threats from 
the pulpit and in the homes, by burning 
the Scriptures, and even by instigating 
acts of violence. Attempts were made 
by roughs to break up the Gospel meet- 
ings, held in the disused wine cellar, a 
semibasement beneath the house. The 
climax came when one night a large 
stone was fired from an old cannon, 
penetrating shutters and window, and 
landing on the bed where one of the 
missionaries would have been lying, had 
she not had a premonition that she must 
sleep elsewhere that night. 

Nevertheless the work of visiting in 
the homes, distributing tracts and por- 
tions of Scripture, gathering the chil- 
dren to teach them hymns and texts, 
promoting temperance in a land where 
drunkenness was rife, and caring for 
the sick went quietly forward. These 
activities were not confined to Thonon 
itself, but extended to the surrounding 
villages, where cottage meetings were 
held. 

With the disestablishment of the Ro- 
man Church at the beginring of this 
century, the situation eased a little. Op- 
position was no longer blatant and open, 
though fear of the priest dies hard, and, 
to this day, people live in dread of 
breaking with old traditions, lest, after 
all, the threatened penalties should de- 
scend on them and their families, here 
or hereafter. 

In spite of the delicate health that had 
kept them out of China, Miss Larritt and 
Miss Wilson labored on for many years, 
assisted from time to time by volunteers 
who came from England for shcrter or 
longer periods, and by the local people 
who gathered round them. At length, 
they felt the time had come for the 
work to be put on a more permanent 
basis, and in 1908 a London committee 
was formed and the Thonon Mission was 
officially constituted. 

What is the position today, more than 
sixty years after the first brave begin- 
nings? Thank God, the light is growing 
and there are now several centers of 
witness. The headquarters of the mis- 
sion has now been moved from Thonon, 
from which it takes its name, to Sal- 
lanches, a market town in the fertile 
Arve Valley, which runs down from 
Chamonix and the Mont Blanc to Gen- 
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eva. Here the superintendent, Mr, Orr, 
and his wife, have regular meetings in 
their home for children, young people, 
and adults. Week by week, the Chris- 
tians meet for prayer and Bible study, 
and Gospel services are held each Sun- 
day. Those who love the Lord gather 
round His table in obedience to His com- 
mand, and many are seeking td bear a 
faithful testimony in their daily lives. 

Mr. Orr is responsible for the general 
oversight of the other stations, and 
preaches there on occasion. Together 
with other missionaries, he also visits 
the local fairs and markets with a Bible 
stall, in an effort to place the Werd of 
God in the hands of these people, many 
of whom have never possessed a copy 
before. Recently our French colporteur 
gave a tract to an Italian in the strect. 
The fcllowing Sunday he came to the 
colporteur’s house at Evian, some miles 
from his home, to buy a Bible and some 
New Testaments to pass on to others 
He has since returned for a further sup 
ply. A woman of some means, con- 
verted a year or two ago, never ftiré 
of seeking out her old friends and per- 
suading them to read the Word of God, 
which has brought the joy of salvaticn 
to her own heart. Another, in humb'e 
circumstances, goes regularly to reed 
the Scripture Union portion with an old, 
bedridden neighbor. 

Colpertage affords a valuable oppor- 
tunity for persona] contacts and con- 
versations. In France in general, and 
certainly in Savoy, there are few large 
towns, and the agricultural popu'ation 
live in small villages and hamlets, or 
even on isolated farms. Several days 
a week, our colporteur patiently pur- 
sues his exacting task, which takes toll 
of body, mind, and spirit, as he carries 
his load of books and seeks to buy up 
every wayside opportunity. In these 
troubled days, many have an undefined 
hunger which they know not hcew to 
satisfy. Some turn to a more slavish 
observance of the rites of the Roman 
Church, in which they have been 
brought up. Others are beguiled by the 
different sects who, with misguided zeal, 
hawk their books from door to door; 
while yet others endeavor to stifle that 
instinct for eternity, which God hath set 
in their hearts, by turning to material- 
istic Communism, only to find it vanity 
and vexation of spirit. 

What a privilege it is to be able to 
offer the Bread of Life, which: alone 
can satisfy. Sometimes tastes have been 
so vitiated by what the world offers, 
that there is no appetite for God’s Word. 
This is particularly true of the young 
people who have been brought up on 
the movies and trashy novelettes and 
adventure stories. Only the divine 
Physician can heal them and make them 
desire the truth. Recently a Roman 
Catholic schoolmistress, who had found 
no satisfaction in her religion and who 
had begun reading the Bible, complained 
that she could not understand it. The 
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colporteur urged her to ask the help 
of God’s Holy Spirit each time she read, 
which she did, with the result that, in 
awed amazement, she was able to say 
at his next visit that she was beginning 
to comprehend. 

In the mountain center of Chamonix, 
where, since World War II, the fever of 
the winter sports season hardly dies 
down before the rush of summer visitors 
begins, a post was opened in 1932. In 
spite of the atmosphere of worldliness 
and the lust for gain that prevail in 
this town, God is calling out a people 
for Himself. Miss Wood and Miss For- 
rester stayed at their post throughout 
the tense years of war, when Chamonix 
was in the military zone and saw con- 
stant clashes between Italians or Ger- 
mans and the men of the resistance. 
Sometimes a man with a price on his 
head would come to their flat in secret 
for the comfort of their friendship and 
prayers, and they were also deeply in- 
volved in the hazardous passage of Jews 
across the border into Switzerland. 
Never knowing, from day to day, 
whether they would be carried off to 
an internment camp, or compelled by the 
authorities to leave the frontier, they 
were allowed to remain till within a 
week of the liberation, after which they 
joyfully returned. Risks and privations, 
shared without complaint with the peo- 
ple of the country, fell out rather unto 
the furtherance of the Gospel. A small 
committee of local Christians now bears 
with them a part of the responsibility, 
both material and spiritual, with the 
kindly and sympathetic co-operation of 
the French pastor, in whose widely- 
scattered parish Chamonix lies. We 
trust that this post may, in time, be- 
come entirely self-supporting, 

Mention must be made, too, of Soeur 
Boullen, the devoted deaconess living at 
Le Fayet, who tirelessly visits a num- 
ber of people in their homes, as well 
as organizing classes for children and 
young people, and the Gospel services 
here and above on the mountainside at 
St. Gervais. She goes to read and pray 
with women who are kept at home by 
their household duties, or because of the 
opposition of their husbands. She has 
regular Bible study with a girl art stu- 
dent from Paris, and with one or two 
young couples who have left Rome and 
are desirous of joining the Protestant 
Church. In her district lies the indus- 
trial center of Chedde, peopled by rail- 
way employees and workers at the fac- 
tories where explosives are made. Here 
the enemy is rather atheistic Commu- 
nism. Soeur Boullen’s ministry extends 
also to the plateau of Passy, where, 
facing the Mont Blanc, rise large sana- 
toria with their hundreds of patients 
from all parts of France. She has had 
the joy of leading some of these to the 
Lord during their prolonged period of 
treatment, and she covets prayer for 
those who have returned home, or who 
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have been transferred to another area 
where there may be no Gospel witness. 

Though Savoy is only a small corner 
of France, the Mission is able to touch 
many lives, through the distribution of 
tracts and Gospels among the holiday 
crowds, and through contacts with pa- 
tients in the neighborhood. Some vis- 
itors hear the message by attending the 
services in the different centers. Fol- 
low-up work is difficult, however, for 
those who have been interested may go 
back to districts where there is no evan- 
gelical ministry or group of believers 
for many miles round. 

Among those in fellowship with the 
mission, few are rich in this world’s 
goods; indeed, many have a continual 
struggle to make ends meet, seeing that 
in terms of French currency, prices have 
increased twentyfold since the war. 
Even when existing stations can take 
over the full financial responsibility, 


there yet remains the problem of scores ° 


of unevangelized villages in the province 
of Savoy alone. In Britain, the friends 
who have given so generously through- 
out the years are now finding their re- 
sources strained to breaking point, and, 
since the war, the mission has had to 
draw upon its slender reserves, as, for 
three years in succession, expenditure 
considerably exceeded income. Notwith- 
standing this, last year two new workers 
were appointed to strengthen the hands 
of those on the field, and God in His 
goodness has set His seal to this venture 
of faith by allowing us to close the cur- 
rent year without a deficit. These two 
are making their way into the homes 
and hearts of the people and have al- 
ready been used of God. Others are 
offering, with a sense of urgency, feel- 
ing that the day of opportunity is pass- 
ing and the shades are descending of 
that night during which no man can 
work. May we claim your prayers and 
practical interest, that the greatest pos- 
sible number may be reached and won, 
while there is yet time? Further par- 
ticulars and printed literature about the 
mission may be had from the secretary, 
the Thonon Mission, 53 Victoria St., Lon- 
don, S. W. 1. 
we 


Thoughts for Shut-Ins and a 
Prayer Request 
(Continued from second page) 


“Meditations While Incapacitated.” The 
following extracts will doubtless bring 
comfort to others who may be laid aside 
for a time: 


I feel impelled to tell of some of the 
thoughts that are going through my 
mind these days. 

First of all, how frail we humans 
are after all. Having never been hos- 
pitalized or seriously sick, it is a real 
trial to find oneself unable to carry on 
the work that is so close to one’s heart. 
So many have said, “It is fortunate 
that your right side was not para- 
lyzed.” This is certainly true. Ow- 
ever, I’ve found that my left side also 
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is important. One is handicapped 
without the use of the left hand. Every 
member of the body has a function and 
is important. “The eye cannot say to 
the hand I have no need of thee” (1 
Cor. 12:21). Man is wonderfully made, 
How we ought to thank God fcr health 
and the use of our limbs while we 
are functioning normally! 


Another lesson learned is this one: 
How absolutely dependent we are 
after all. First of all upon God and 
then upon one another. God is the 
source of life and-strength and every 
blessing (Jas. 1:17). We are actually 
so helpless in ourselves. To be able 
to take care of yourself for many years 
and then suddenly not to make a move 
without leaning upon someone makes 
you realize your dependence. 


When cards, letters, telegrams, and 
telephone calls come from different 
parts of the country and people are 
concerned and interested in your well- 
being, you realize as never before how 
wonderful it is to have friends who 
love you. How poor we would be 
without them and how rich we are 
because of them! How I thank God 
for friends these days! 


The assurance that hundreds if not 
thousands are praying for you daily 
is great encouragement. 


I have had a chance to test Romans 
8:28 these days. There are no mis- 
takes in God’s dealings with us. Every- 
thing has a purpose of love. This ex- 
perience is one of the “all things.” 


A time of sickness is a time of self- 
examination and taking inventory. It 
is also a time of prayer and interces- 
sion. 

Now my prayer is that I’ll be a better 
preacher because of this experience 
and a greater soul-winner and that I 
may be physically and spiritually pre- 
pared for the campaigns that are 
ahead of me. Please help me pray to 
that énd. - 


Non-Profit Societies May 
Benefit by Social Security 


ERTAIN provisions in the recently 

enacted amendments tothe Federal 
Social Security laws are of particular 
interest to Christian organizations which 
have not hitherto been benefited by these 
laws. They provide for the extension 
of old-age and survivor benefits to quali- 
fied personnel of non-profit institutions 
organized for religious, charitable, or 
educational purposes. There are excep- 
tions, as in the case of an ordained min- 
ister who is devoting his full time to 
pastoral or ministerial duties. The new 
laws go into effect January 1, 1951. 

Like all modern laws, these Social 

Security laws are very complicated. It 
is therefore important that each society 
should obtain information directly from 
the nearest offices of the Social Security 
Administration. Directors or secretaries 
of Christian organizations who wish to 
have their members take advantage of 
these Social Security benefits should 
make application at once, Addresses of 
local offices may be found in the tele- 
phone book under “U, S. Government 
of . . . Federal Security Agency . . 
Social Security Administration.” 
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A Preview of Good Things To Lome in the Times 








‘Things That Matter Most” 
and 
“Counsels for Young Ministers 
By Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 
A: THE opening meeting of the 


Keswick Convention in England 

last July, Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 
said in a personal testimony that he 
had taken part in thirty-five or forty 
of the annual conventions. He gave the 
Bible readings at last summer's conven- 
tion, and the delegates crowded into the 
great tent, which holds about 4,000, to 
hear his messages. Speaking with his 
well-known clarity and power, he 
brought out of the Book of Joshua rich 
lessons on the Victorious Life. 

The Editors are happy to announce 
the coming of two series of articles by 
Dr. Scroggie. There will be six editorials 
on “Things That Matter Most” — foun- 
dation truths that every Christian ought 
to know. 

In the second series Dr. Scroggie will 
give “Counsels for Young Ministers” on 
the following subjects: 

The Call to the Ministry 
College Days 
The Pastorate 
Bible Study 
The Day’s Program 
Reading 
Indexing 
Pulpit Craft 
Delivery of the Message 
Preaching the Bible 


Interpretation and Application of the 
Scriptures 


Public Prayer 


Dr. Scroggie was educated in English 
private schools and at Spurgeon’s Col- 
lege. He has held several pastorates in 
England and Scotland, including Char- 
lotte Chapel, Edinburgh (1916-33), and 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, London (1938- 
44), and has traveled widely in confer- 
ence work in South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States, Canada, 
and the British Isles. He received his 
D.D. degree from Edinburgh University 


‘in 1927. He is the author of numerous 


books, among which are the following: 
‘The Fascination of Old Testament 
Story”; “Visions of Christ”; “The Great 
Unveiling” (Revelation); “Is the Bible 
the Word of God?”; “Know Your Bible” 
(3 vols.); “Paul’s Prison Prayers”; “A 
Guide to the Gospels” (664 pp.); “The 
Book of the Acts”; “Know Your Bible” 
(2 vols. Old and New Testaments) ; “The 
Psalms” (3 vols.); “A Correspondence 
Course on the Whole Bible.” He was 
the leading lesson writer for THe SUNDAY 


ScHoo, Times from January 4, 1925, to 
June 27, 1926. (Many of Dr. Scroggie’s 
books are published by Pickering and 
Inglis, Glasgow, Scotland, and London, 
England.) 

The two series will begin in the 
Times in February, 1951, and an 
18-weeks. subscription for $1 in the 
United States ($1.10 in Canada) will 
cover both. Subscription orders should 
be sent early, requesting the series by 
Dr. Scroggie. 














Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 


Traveling in Job’s Country 


HAT does the land of Uz, where 

Job lived, look like today? Frances 
Jenkins Olcott, well-known author who 
has written numerous articles for THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, describes it in 
her vivid and unusual style as she saw 
it before the war. 


The region is called the Hauran now 
and “is lively with legends and recol- 
lections of the patient patriarch.” The 
natives say: “Job was our countryman. 
He was a powerful Emir ruling here. 
Yonder is his tomb. Over there is the 
oak tree he sat under. Here are the 
stone ruins of his mansion.” That of 
course is tradition, but Miss Olcott tells 
of what she actually saw, and of the 
native Christians scattered over the 
Hauran. The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance has a station there, and Miss 
Olcott describes their Sunday service 
which she attended. 


In a second article, Miss Olcott relates 
her experiences on Druze Mountain, in 
southeast Hauran. Here, too, the Chris- 


tian and Missionary Alliance is at work, 
and Miss Olcott was entertained in the 
Mission house. Her article includes de- 
tails of the life and literature of the 
strange and little-known Druze people. 





Up-to-Date Archaeological News 


R, JOSEPH P. FREE, Archaeological 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs 
and Professor of Archaeology at Wheaton 
College, will conduct the Wheaton Bible 
Lands Cruise, leaving New York, Febru- 
ary 15, 1951. Among the high lights will 
be a visit to Damascus and the “street 
. called Straight,” to which the Apos- 
tle Paul was sent after his conversion. 
After a visit to many other significant 
Biblical sights and an extended stay in 
Jerusalem, Dr, Free and others who can 
will remain in Palestine to spend the 
colorful Easter season there. 

Dr. Free will be sending back reports 
of his journey, and once each quarter 
next year, as usual, he will bring Tnoves 
readers up-to-date on archaeological 
news, 


Helps for Sunday School Workers 
TN ITS editorial safe the Tres has 
more than thirty articles describing 
“Ways of Working” in Sunday school. 
These are not made up of mere general- 
ities, giving people good advice on what 
ought to be done, but they tell rather 
of what’ has actually been done and 
proved to be successful in many Sunday 
schools throughout the country. 

There are practical helps for teachers 
of all departments, as well as for Sun- 
day school superintendents and other 
officers. Here are some of the titles: 
“Holding Young People and Seniors,” 
“Caring for and Interesting Visitors,” 
“Overcoming the Summer Slump,” “How 
We Increased Our Attendance,” “How 
We Finance Our Sunday School.” 





And Besides Ail This— 

THe Sunpay Scuoot Tres will con- 
tinue to publish every week its twelve 
helps on the International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lessons; every month, Er- 
nest Gordon’s “Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought,” in which he summarizes 
important news from all the world; its 
editorial notes, leading editorials, “Notes 
on Open Letters,” and many other arti- 
cles of timely interest to Christians, 

Subscription rates are as follows: 
single copy, $3 per year; five or more 
copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2.50 each, 
per year. Canada, add 25c per year for 
postage; foreign, add 50c per year for 
postage. All prices in U. S. A. dollars. 


395 N. Thirteenth S. Te Sunday School Times Company Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson . 





LESSON 14. DEC. 31. GROWING THROUGH FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 


John 15:1-10; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:8-16; printed text, John 15:1-5; Philippians 3:8-16 


Golden Text.—One thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 3:13, 14 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without 
me ye can do nothing. 

Phil. 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith: 


10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death; 

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead. 

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: 
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, Jet us walk 
by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

ELLOWSHIP is far more than mere 
PReompenionsnip. It involves a per- 

sonal intimacy brought about by 
taking time to really know one another 
and to share common thoughts. We who 
are already saved grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ as we hear 
Him speaking to us through His Word, 
and as our hearts go out to Him in ear- 
nest prayer. In Christ we see God fully 
manifested, and, in the Word, Christ 
Himself is made known to us. Fellow- 
ship and communion are synonymous 
terms. The Holy Spirit, who indwells all 
believers, enables us to appreciate and 
understand the Word of God (John 16: 
13, 14), and He is the power for prayer 
(Jude 20). He delights to occupy our 
hearts with Christ. Another synonymous 
expression for “fellowship with Christ” 
is “abiding in Christ.” We abide in Him 
as we obey His Word (John 15:7). A 
Christian can have no higher privilege 
on earth than to abide in the unbroken 
communion of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 
13:14). When He is ungrieved by any 
inconsistency in our lives, He is free to 
do His special work of making the things 
of Christ real to our hearts, and stirring 
us up to ever-increasing love and de- 
votion to our Lord, 

There are two links that bind the 
Christian to Christ, namely, union and 
communion. The link of union is so 
strong that, once formed, no power on 
earth or in hell can break it (John 
10:25-30; Rom. 8:35-39). The link of 
communion is so fragile that the least 
disobedience to the will of God will snap 
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it instantly, and it can only be re- 
formed by self-judgment and confession 
(1 John 1:6-9). As we live.in fellow- 
ship with Christ, we bring forth fruit 
to the glory of God. A Christian out 
of communion with the Lord is, to a 
large extent, a cumberer of the ground. 
As the heart is occupied with Christ, we 
grow in His likeness and others will see 
Him reflected in us (Acts 4:13). 


The Historical Setting 

The parable of the vine and the 
branches was spoken by our Lord as He 
and His disciples were on their way 
from the upper room, where they had 
partaken of the Last Supper, to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. In the third 
chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians, 
which was written by Paul during his 
Roman imprisonment, he contrasts his 
religion before he saw the risen Christ 
with the blessed experience upon which 
he entered when Christ became the all- 
absorbing passion of his soul. 


Verse by Verse 

John 15:1.—“I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the husbandman.” In 
studying this parable we should bear 
in mind that the theme is fellowship 
and fruit-bearing, not simply life, as 
some have thought. Of old, Israel was 
God’s vine, planted in Palestine to bear 
fruit for Himself (Psa, 80:8; Isa, 5:1-7). 
However, Israel failed to glorify God 
and had to be set aside (Hos, 10:1). 
Now Christ and those who are associated 
with Him have taken the place of tes- 
timony in the earth, under the nurturing 
care of the Father, to bring forth fruit 
unto God. 

Verse 2.—“Every branch that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth.” Fruitless lives indi- 
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cate broken communion; fruitfulness re- 
sults from fellowship. Wherever fruit 
is found, the Father purges—as the 
vinedresser prunes and sprays— in or- 
der that there may be more fruit. 

Verse 3.—“Clean through the word.” 
It is the Word itself that cleanses us, 
that our fruit for God may be increased. 

Verse 4.—“Abide in me, and I in you.” 
There can only be fruit as we live in 
fellowship with Christ. We need to re- 
member that fruit is something more 
than service, although intimately con- 
nected with it (Rom, 1:13). The fruit 
of the Spirit will be produced as we 
walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Verse 5.—“Without me ye can do noth- 
ing.” Self-effort is of no avail; it is 
only as we abide in Christ that fruit 
is produced. 


Phil. 3:8.—“All things but loss . . . that 
I may win Christ.” Paul had given up 
all for Christ when first converted. Never 
for one moment did he go back on the 
great renunciation he had made when 
first won for that exalted Jesus, whom 
he had ignorantly persecuted. He still 
counted all that earth could offer as 
dross and refuse as compared to Christ's 
surpassing glory, which was the one 
great object ever before him, 

Verse 9.—“Not having mine own right- 
. but .. . the righteousness 
which is of God.” He who once trusted 
and gloried in his own fancied right- 
eousness has now found a perfect right- 
eousness in Christ, which has led him 
to renounce every other ground of con- 
fidence. 

Verse 10.—“That I may know him... 
and the fellowship of his sufferings.” To 
know Christ intimately was Paul’s great 
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Lesson for December 31 


desire; he would experience the power 
of the Holy Spirit in resurrection life 
and count it a privilege to share Christ's 
rejection by the world and so enter into 
the fellowship of His sufferings. “Be- 
ing made conformable unto his death” 
—that is, dying daily to every selfish 
impulse and gladly enduring all kinds 
of afflictions, that Christ might be mag- 
nified in him. 

Verse 11—‘“I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead.” Literally, it 
is the “out resurrection from among the 
dead”; that is, the first resurrection, 
which takes place at Christ’s return 
(Rev. 20:6; 1 Thess. 4:16). No matter 
what kind of death he might be called 
to undergo, Paul could look forward to 
the resurrection of the just as the final 
goal, 

Verse 12.—“I follow after.” Not yet 
had he reached the acme of Christian 
experience, but he followed on in faith, 
seeking to enter more fully into that 
which God desired him to be. 

Verse 13—‘“This one thing I do.” For 
him, fellowship with Christ involved for- 
getting the past and striving ever for a 
deeper acquaintance with his Lord. 

Verse 14.—“I press toward the mark.” 
He was like a man climbing a mountain, 
with the peak always before him, never 
satisfied until he attained the summit, 
which was for him complete conformity 
to Christ. 

Verse 15.—“As many as be perfect,” 
that is, mature in Christian experience. 

Verse 16.—“Let us walk by the same 
rule.” So far as we have been enlight- 
ened regarding the truth, we are called 
upon to share these precious things with 
one another. assured that as we thus 
enjoy fellowship together, the Spirit of 
God will lead us on into fuller under- 
standing of divine realities. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

We can enjoy fellowship with Christ 
only as we obey His Word. While all 
believers have been called into the fel- 
lowship of God’s Son (1 Cor. 1:9), which 
is another name for membership in the 
body of Christ, it is only obedient Chris- 
tians who have fellowship with the 
Father and the Son in a practical way 
(1 John 1:3). This is a priceless priv- 
ilege, vwhich we should cherish above all 
else. The possession of eternal life en- 
ables us to enjoy it; apart from this we 
cannot know the Father and the Son 
(John 17:3). Into this circle of divine 
favor we have been called by the grace 
of God. Surely we should value so glo- 
rious a privilege and, by abiding in 
Christ, grow in His likeness and bring 
forth fruit unto God. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Christ the true vine (John 15:1) 

2. Fruitless and fruitful branches (v,. 2) 

3. Cleansed by the Word (v. 3) 

4. Fruit-bearing through abiding in 
Christ (vs. 4, 5) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 24.—The Saviour Is Born 
(Christmas Lesson). 
Luke 2:1-20; Philippians 4:4-7 
Next Week's Lesson 
1. January 7.—Jesus Begins His Min- 
istry os Mark 1:1-20 








5. All things lost for Christ (Phil. 3:8, 9) 

6. The fellowship of His sufferings (vs. 
10, 11) 

7. The goal of perfection (vs. 12-16) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Perfect and perfected, There is no 
contradiction involved in Paul's twofold 
use of the word “perfect” as found in 
Philippians 3:12 and 15. The tenses are 
different, and in the first instance the 
word might better be rendered “per- 
fected” — a condition only to be reached 
in the fullmess of resurrection life. In 
verse 15, “perfect” is used in the sense 
of being mature. No believer will be 
perfected in this life, but as we walk 
with Christ, in obedience to His Word, 
we may be perfect or complete as to 
our spiritual state or experience. We 
should never be content with anything 
less than this. 

“Fruit,” “more fruit,” “much fruit.” In 
the parable of the vine and the branches 
our Lord uses these three expressions. 
As a result of abiding in Christ there 
will always be fruit to the glory of the 
Father. Just as the expert vine-dresser 
prunes and sprays in order that the vine 
may produce more fruit, so does our 
Heavenly Father deal with us. He per- 
mits us to pass through many trying 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT does this figure of the vine 
teach us regarding our relation to 
Christ? 

2. Under what other figure is our 
union with Christ presented in the New 
Testament? 

3. What function (a) in the vine, (b) 
in the body, is the prerogative of Christ 
alone? 

4. To what fruit is our Lord referring 
here? 

5. What is the law of fruit-bearing? 

6. What are the branches that are 
taken away? 

7. What purpose clauses in the Philip- 
pian passage express the apostolic ambi- 
tion? 

8. What is the test of our evaluation 
of Christ? 

9. What is the path to life in “the 
power of his resurrection”? 

10. What has Paul in mind in verse 12 
when he speaks of apprehending “that 
for which also I am apprehended”? 


(Answers on page 1106) « 
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circumstances, against which perverse 
nature might rebel, but if accepted in a 
spirit of subjection to His holy will, the 
result will be much fruit. If the vine 
were conscious, it might well shrink 
from the pruning shears, but when the 
surplus tendrils are cut away, fruit will 
appear in greater abundance. 


Summaries and Applications 

The vine “bleeds”.when it is pruned, 
but the bleeding seals the wound and 
leaves a protective scar. 

There are no natural branches in the 
Living Vine; all are grafted in through 
profession of faith in Christ. 

Sometimes grafted branches fail to 
“strike” or “take”; these, of course, are 
fruitless and soon wither away. 

It is one thing to know Christ as Sav- 
iour; it is quite another to know Him 
in the sweet intimacy of fellowship 
through the Word and prayer. 

We are told in 1 John 2:6 that he who 
says he abides in Christ should be care- 
ful to walk even as He walked. 

We should never be satisfied with past 
experiences, however precious; nor de- 
pressed by dwelling on past failures and 
mistakes; there is always something bet- 
ter on ahead as we “press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” 


Winona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we look back over a year filled with Thy 
love and mercy, but marred by our sin 
and failure. Blot out all that has been 
unworthy and sinful in our lives this year. 
Pardon us and strengthen us to over- 
come where we have been defeated, for 
we long to live lives worthy of Thy great 
kindness toward us. For all Thy loving 
care we thank Thee, trusting Thee to 
continue Thy goodness toward us 
through the New Year. Make it a year 
of revival blessing for us and for all 
Thy people, a year of marked Christian 
growth in all Thy children, and the year 
of their new birth for many who know 
Thee not now. Bless Thy Word to us 
today. Use Thy messengers in all places 
to bring the knowledge of the Saviour 
to many. Guide the leaders of the nations 
in ways of right and of wisdom. Give 
peace to our troubled world and help 
to all distressed and needy folk. Let 
the day of Christ’s enthronement among 
the nations come, and do all we ask for 
His own sake and glory. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Here we are at the 
end of 1950. Have we who are Chris- 
tians grown into stronger, better, and 
truer Christians this year? If we are 
deeply in earnest we shall see our fail- 
ures and may feel we have made no 
progress. One young woman who had 
been converted several months was 








it 02 ( | 4) 
asked how she was getting along in 
her Christian life. She replied, “Some- 
times I think I am making no progress 
at all, but Mother says that she sees a 
difference.” If her mother could see a 
change for the better, she was making 
progress. When we are self-satisfied we 
are slipping back. But if Christian loved 
ones who know us best see signs of 
progress in us, we are moving forward. 
To press on to an ever truer, richer, 
better Christian life was Paul’s great 
aim. In the Golden Text he likens him- 
self to a runner putting all he has into 
reaching the goal. “This one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, 





In 1951 Give 


ONLY YOUR BEST 


UNTO LORD 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Oswald Chambers 
was a man who put much high living 
for Christ into a short life. A book he 
wrote is called, “My Utmost for His 
Highest.” Those words well describe 
Oswald Chambers’ life, and Paul’s, too. 
Both put their utmost into living so as 
to bring the highest glory and the high- 
est satisfaction to Christ, and so to win 
lis highest praise. As we go into 1951, 
let us make it our aim to put our utmost 
into living for the highest glory of our 
Lord. And if some of us have not yet 
started on the Christian race, let us get 
in the running while there is yet time. 
Turn to Christ now. Trust Him as your 
Saviour, and then put your utmost into 
serving Him as your Lord. He deserves 
our very best. 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the husbandman” (John 15:1).—These 
words reveal the fact that a decided 
change has taken place. The Psalmist 
had said, “Thou hast brought a vine out 
of Egypt,” and so forth (Psa. 80). The 
Prophet Isaiah had said, “The vineyard 
of the Lord of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant 
plant” (Isa. 5:7). But Israel became an 
“empty vine,” bringing forth fruit to 
himself (Hos, 10:1); hence the necessity 
of the change. The empty vine has been 
set aside and the true Vine is revealed. 
Judaism must give place to Christianity. 
Christ is the true, the real vine. In 
Him the types and shadows are fulfilled. 

A Jewish soldier had been attending 
services where he heard much of the 
character and teaching of Christ. He 
went to his rabbi and said, “Rabbi, the 
Christians say that the Christ has al- 
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ready come, while we claim He is yet 
to come.” “Yes,” assented the rabbi. 
“Well, when our Messiah comes, in what 
way will He be superior to the Lord 
Jesus Christ?” asked the soldier. The 
rabbi couldn't say. 

Because the Father is the husbandman, 
we must expect that this portion of the 
Word will contain something about dis- 
cipline, “for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not?” 

The newspapers carried the story of 
the father and mcther, who, finding their 
little girl had taken and eaten some- 
thing from a cupboard, began to shake 
and slap the child. When the child 
became tired and sleepy,. they did not 
let up, but continued their shaking and 
slapping for four hours. What cruel 
punishment for such a small offense! 
No! It was compelled by love. The 
child had swallowed ten sleeping pills, 
and the doctor said the only hope of 
saving the child’s life was in keeping Jit 
awake. We do not always understand 
the path through which we are led; but 
we may be certain that the Father’s 
chastening is always born of love. 


“He taketh away ... he purgeth it” 





The Finite Explores The Infinite 
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December 16, 


(John 15:2).—A fruitless vine defeats 
the very purpose of its existence, for 
whereas its fruit is valuable, its wood 
cannot be used in any construction pro- 
ject (Ezek. 15:3). Fruitfulness is the 
theme of John 15. If a branch in the 
vine does not bear fruit, the Father takes 
it away, as He did some in Corinth who 
turned the Lord's Supper into a banquet, 
and failed to discern the Lord’s body 
and blood in the emblems (1 Cor, 11:29, 
30). But the Father. prunes or cuts 
away everything from a fruitful branch 
that might hinder its increasing fruit- 
fulness: as He did with the Apostle Paul. 

The biography of godly George Mathe- 
son was given me when I was a lad 
in Sunday school. I delighted in read- 
ing it. George Matheson was one who 
knew that trials are often the greatest 
blessings in disguise. For it is only 
through such disciplinary processes that 
the character is perfected. And he felt 
that thanks should be given for this 
phase of experience; so in, and for, his 
blindness, he said: “My God, I have 
never thanked Thee for my ‘thorn’! I 
have thanked Thee a thousand times for 
my roses, but never once for my ‘thorn’; 
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Lesson for December 31 


I have been looking forward to a world 
where I shall receive compensation for 
my trial, but I have never thought of my 
trial as itself a present glory. Teach 
me the value of my ‘thorn.’ Show me 
that my tears have made my rainbow.” 
How often do we thank the Father for 
His purging, pruning, and cutting away 
process? 

“Abide in me, and I in you” (John 15: 
4).—To abide means to remain, dwell, 
continue, tarry, endure. The believer 
is to remain in condition for continual 
communion. The believer’s union with 
Christ is a settled thing, but communion 
with Christ is such a delicate matter 
that divine exhortations on that score 
are needed by all believers. As the sap 
flows from the’ vine to the branch, so the 
spiritual vitality for fruitfulness flows 
from Christ to the believer maintaining 
contact. 

It was my privilege to visit the city 
of Aberdeen, Scotland, where there used 
to be a clock that was corrected at noon 
from Greenwich, England, by electric 
contact. People would often gather be- 
fore it at noon—not so much to know 
the time, as to see the current come in 
a great flash of energy, seize the hands 
and bring them to exactly twelve o’clock. 
At that moment Aberdeen and Green- 
wich time were the same. Sometimes 
the Aberdeen clock was wrong, but when 
noon came, it was exactly correct. The 
two were as one. By consistent com- 
munion through meditation on the Word 
and prayer, believers abide in Christ. 

“This one thing I do” (Phil, 3:13).— 
A definite purpose is the secret of prog- 
ress. Paul never seemed to lose sight 
of the goal. He forgot what was behind 
and concentrated: on what was before 
him. 

A pre-eminently successful lawyer was 
asked the secret of his success. He an- 
swered: “I always take care to press 
home to the jury the one principal point 
of the case without paying too much at- 
tention to the others.” 

“I press toward the mark” (Phil. 3: 
14). —“My friend and I,” said William 
Golightly, “sat down so that he could 
recall old track days, for he had won 
many races in his time. His memory 
brought back the picture of a particu- 
larly hard meet when the struggle down 
the homestretch was terrific.” 

Someone afterward, in describing the 
thrill of the finish and how it brought 
the grandstand to its feet, asked him 
whether he had heard the cheering. “No,” 
he answered, “I never heard a sound 
farther away than the track.” A leader 
in any one of life’s activities must have 
such a passion for the goal that he for- 
gets the gallery. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the big word in this last 

lesson of 1950 is “connection.” The 
Lord Jesus is teaching us in the fifteenth 
chapter of John how vital it is to be 
definitely, consciously, intimately con- 
nected with Him in order to be a use- 
ful, fruitful, happy Christian. Without 
that connection the Christian life is a 
flop. 

Some years ago I had an unhappy ex- 
perience in San Antonio. It was my 
first effort to speak into a microphone. 
During the week the pastor of the church 
informed me the Sunday morning serv- 
ice would be broadcast, and that I would 
be “on the air.” This was exciting news, 
and I telegraphed my family in North 
Carolina to be sure to “tune in” at the 
proper hour. I spoke in fear and trem- 
bling, unfortunately thinking more of 
the “mike” than of the congregation fac- 
ing me, so unused was I to that style 
of preaching. It was not a warm day, 
but when I got through I was drenched 
with perspiration. Then at the close of 
the service, the electrician came from 
the anteroom to inform us that there 
had been a “short” somewhere in the 
hook-up and the microphone had not 
been connected at all. 

Fellows, that just flattened me out. 
The North Carolinians had struggled in 
vain to get me, and I have often won- 
dered what that congregation thought of 
my sermon. Guess they were just too 
kind to tell me. 

Connection is the all-important thing, 
and the Lord used one of His most ef- 
fective object lessons to impress the les- 
son upon us, namely, the vine and the 
branch. When the Word of God em- 
ploys a common noun to teach a spir- 
itual truth, pause right there and care- 
fully study the picture; for the Holy 
Spirit does not choose words haphaz- 
ardly. They are always full of meaning, 
and yet sometimes so apparently com- 
monplace that one is likely to pass over 
and miss the deep, rich meaning in them. 

There was a grapevine in our garden 
loaded with grapes, a beautiful sight. 
I was thinking of our Lord’s picture of 
the vine and branch, and it occurred 
to me to go out there by that grape- 
vine in the garden and study it close 
range, maybe I had been missing some- 
thing. And that was true, for as I sat 
there quietly and leisurely I saw some- 
thing I had never noticed before. Out 
there on the branch the luscious grapes 
were hanging, amid the green and 
healthy leaves, and the branch and fruit 
and leaves were gently swaying in the 
breeze; but down on the vine where 
the branch was attached it was abso- 
lutely still and steadfast — motionless. 
Some Christian workers seem to think 
that to be effective one must busy around 
quite lively, and even make a lot of 
fuss; but that was not what our Lord 
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taught. He said that the branch must 
simply “abide in the vine.” And as I 
looked at that sturdy vine I knew that 
the sap was flowing from it into the im- 
bedded branch and it had to bear fruit! 
The believer is the branch and he need 
not bother about what kind or how 
much fruit he shall bear; it is his con- 
cern simply to abide in the Vine, and 
the fruit will take care of itself. 

As you close with 1950, fellows, and 
go into the new year, ask yourself this 
question: “Am I abiding in the Vine? 
Have I really made connection? Is that 
connection steadfast and immovable?” 
The Vine is steady and filled with the 
Spirit. If your connection is definite; if 
you are a fully yielded branch, surren- 
dered completely —abiding—then you 
will bear fruit—happy fruit — glorious 
fruit — fruit that will honor the Vine. 

Let’s make 1951 the most fruitful yea 
we have ever had. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The I'lustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustra‘ion accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. * 

The Incentive Makes a Difference.— 
One thing I do, .... I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13, 14, 
Golden Text). Your success in life de- 
pends on your motive. There is an old 
fable about a dog that boasted of his 
ability as a runner. One day he gave 
chase to a rabbit and failed to catch it. 
The other dogs ridiculed him on account 
of his previous boasting. His reply was, 
“You must remember that the rabbit 
wes running for his life, while I was 
only runnizg for my dinner.” The in- 
cerntive is all-important. If you are in 
the race merely for your dinner, you 
will not put the same vim and energy 
into your running as you will if your 
am*ition is deeper and more serious. 
Get the right motive, and your chance 
of success will be much greater.—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Pain, the Price of Blessing.—My Father 
is the husbandmen (John 15:1). It is 
comforting to think of trouble, in what- 
ever form it may come to us, as a 
heavenly messenger, bringing us some- 
thing from God. Dr. Vincent tells of 
being in a great hothouse where lus- 
cicus clusters of grapes were hanging on 
every side. The owner said, “When my 
new gardener came, he said he would 
have nothing to do with these vines un- 
less he could cut them clean down to 
the ground to the stalk; and he did, and 
we had no grapes for two years, but this 
is the result.” Pruning seems to be de- 
stroying the vines; the gardener appears 
to be cutting it all away; but he looks on 
into the future and knows that the final 
outcome will be the enrichment of its 
life and greater abundance of fruit. 
There are blessings we can never have 
unless we are ready to pay the price of 
pain. There is no way to reach them 
-ave through suffering. 

I walked a mile with Pleasure; 

She chattered all the way, 
But left me none the wiser 
For all she had to say. 
I walked a mile with Sorrow, 
And ne’er a word said she; 
But, oh, the things I learned from her 
When Sorrow walked with me. 
—Frem “Streams in the Desert,” by Mrs. 
Cowman. Sent by Frances B. Heisey, 
Grantham, Pa. Prize illustration. 


Religion and insanity—Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you (John 15:3). Because 
an insane person incoherently dwells on 
religious questions, unthinking persons 
jump to the conclusion that ofien re- 
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ligion is responsible for mental unbal- 
ance. Someone wrote Dr. A, B. Rich- 
ardson, superintendent of an _ insane 
asylum in Ohio, for information, perhaps 
to get confirmation of the notion. Dr. 
Richardson’s answer is worth quoting: 
“You have asked me an easy question. 
I have tested that matter thoroughly. 
There are only two patients in the hos- 
pital whose insanity has any relation to 
religion, and I think from their predis- 
position to insanity that they would 
probably have become insane on some 
other subject if they had not on re- 
ligion. Now if you had asked me how 
many people in Ohio are kept by re- 
ligion from insanity, you would have 
given me a question hard to answer, for 
they are a multitude. The good cheer, 
bright hopes, rich consolations, good 
tempers, regular habits, and glad songs 
of religion are such an antidote for the 
causes of insanity, that thousands cf peo- 
ple are preserved from insanity by them. 
But for the beneficial influence of re- 
ligion, Ohio would have to double the 
capacity of her hospitals in order to 
accommodate her insane patients.” — 
From the Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


I Did Not Know He Was That Close. 
—I am the vine, ye are the branches 
(John 15:5). “I did not know it meant 
that to be a Christian.” This was the 
exclamation of an Indian Christian in 
Central America a’ter L. L, Legters had 
given a talk or a Christian’s union with 
Christ. It was in the open air near a 
tree that had been split open by light- 
ning. Mr. Legters told of the vine and 
branches, and pointed out that the 
branches on that tree went down into 
the heart of the tree. The Indian Chris- 
tian said to him: “I thought being a 
Christian meant accepting Christ and 
He forgave your sins, and when you 
died you would go to Heaven. But I 
did not know He was that close to me. 
Why, I never could sin again. Oh, yes, 
I could, But you know what I mean, I 
couldn’t."—-From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


The Only One Who Conquered Death. 
—That I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection (Phil. 3:10). Dr. 
Harry Rimmer was traveling in Egypt 
and, while negotiating with the Secre- 
tary of State, a refined and cultured 
gentleman, he engaged him in conver- 
sation concerning religious experience. 
“We believe that God has given to man 
three revelations of Himself,” said Dr. 
Rimmer. “We, too, believe that,” said 
the man, who was a Moslem. “We be- 
lieve that God has revealed Himself in 
the works of creation. “We, too, be- 
lieve that.” “We believe that God has 
revealed Himself in a book — the Bible.” 
“We believe that God has revealed Him- 
self in a book—the Koran.” “We be- 
lieve that God has revealed Himself in 
a man—that man is Jesus Christ.” “We 
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believe that God has revealed Himself in 
a man—that man is the prophet Mo- 
hammed.” “We believe that Jesus died 
to save His followers.” “We believe that 
Mohammed died for his people.” “We 
believe,” said Dr. Rimmer, “that Jesus 
is able to substantiate His claims be- 
cause He rose from the dead.” The Mos- 
lem hesitated, then his eyes fell, and 
finally he replied, “We have no informa- 
tion concerning our prophet after his 
death.” Jesus Christ is.supreme because 
He is the only one who ever conquered 
death and triumphed over the grave.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, Kans. 


Counted Worthy To Suffer.—The fel- 
lowship of his sufferings (Phil. 3:10). 
One of the Open Air Mission’s workers, 
a very powerfully built man, was 
preaching at Epsom Races some years 
ago. A racing man became vituperative 
and insulted him in the most offensive 
manner. The climax came when the 
opponent jumped up and spat full in the 
face of the Lord’s servant. The crowd 
gasped to see what this muscular 
preacher would do to the man. Calmly 
the man of God wiped his face, looked 
down at the offender, and then resumed 
his message. The opponent was moved 
to tears, and came offering his own 
handkerchief, asking to be forgiven— 
From “The Master and the Multitude.” 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Because He First Loved Us.—That | 
may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus (Phil. 3: 
12). A friend once said to the Count 
of Toulouse (Raymond VI), “I don’t 
know what it is you do to charm all 
the people about you; but though you 
have two hundred servants, I believe 
there is scarcely any one of them who 
would not die to save your life.” “That 
may be,” replied the Count, “but I would 
rather lose two hundred lives than that 
one of them should suffer.” That amply 
explains the servants’ devotion; and it 
illustrates the love of Christians for the 
Lord. “We .love him, because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19) .—From the Illus- 
trator, Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


TWO-YEAR-OLD boy standing in 

a ray of sunshine called out to his 
mother, “Me standing in God’s smile, 
Mamma !” J : 

Years later that boy, now a dissatis- 
fied young man, in looking over his 
mother’s old trunk, found a small pack- 
age. It contained a tiny pair of shoes, 
and this in his mother’s handwriting: 
“These shoes were worn by my darling 
boy when he was two years of age. He 
stood in a ray of sunlight, saying, ‘Me 
standing in God’s smile, Mamma!’ God 
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Lesson for December 31 


grant that my darling boy may so live 
as always to stand in God’s smile.” The 
son realized that the reason he was dis- 
satisfied with life was because he was 

* not standing in God’s smile. Then and 
there he came to Christ and began to 
live for Him. His life became happy 
and fruitful. 

God wants our lives also to be lived 
in His “smile.” In John 15, the Lord 
Jesus explained by means of a symbol 
how this can be. Read the first five 
verses and find out who is the vine, 
who are the branches, and who is the 
husbandman or gardener. What is the 
object of the husbandman? (That there 
may be much fruit.) What does a branch 
have to do in order to bear fruit? (Sim- 
ply stay on the vine.) The branch must 
be connected to the vine so completely 
that the life of the vine may flow 
through it. In order to abide in Christ, 
one must first be brought into vital 
touch with Him. This happens when a 
person, admitting that he deserves the 
wages of sin, accepts the gift of God 
instead. “The gift of God is eternal life” 
(Rom. 6:23). “God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son” 
(1 John 5:11). The very life of Christ 
flows through the Christian. He cannot 
help being happy and fruitful unless 
he allows unconfessed sin to block the 
channel and hinder his fellowship with 
the Lord. 

Now read John 15:6-10, and see some 
of the results of the life of fellowship 
with Christ. 

(Does verse 6 mean that those who 
do not abide in Christ will be lost?) 
That is a good question. It cannot mean 
that, because there are other Scriptures 
like John 10:27-29 which state that a 
Christian cannot be lost. The question 
here in John 15 is not salvation but 
fruit-bearing. It is either having one’s 
life count for Christ, or else having it 
burned up as waste. The abiding life 
is happy now and will bring rewards 
and pleasures forevermore. Those who 
refuse to abide in the Vine become 
utterly worthless. When men examine 
the testimony-of Christians who are out 
of touch with the Lord, they reject it. 
I have heard people say, “If that man 
is a Christian, preserve me from being 
one !” 

The fruit we bear should attract peo- 
ple to the Vine. It is a terrible thing 
to have one’s life and testimony de- 
stroyed. See 1 Corinthians 3:15. But 
this need not be, for the Lord Jesus is 
able to keep us in touch with Himself. 
.All the hindrances are on our side. 

What is the result of abiding in Christ 
and having His Word abide in us? (An- 
swered prayer for anything one ‘asks.) 
I am glad this promise is only for the 
Christian in fellowship with Christ, for 
he ‘always desires things that are accord- 
ing to God’s will. If we got what we 
wanted regardless of that, in our igno- 
Tance we would often get answers that 

Would hurt us. Once I turned off the 
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damper in an airtight stove pipe which 
had become red hot, with a baby in 
my arms. She reached out to grasp the 
pretty red stove pipe and cried when I 
drew her back from it. She did not 
realize that if she had been allowed 
to grasp it, she would have been much 
more unhappy. So we who are Chris- 
tians do not always know what is good 
for us, but if we are abiding in Christ, 
we will always ask, “If it be Thy will,” 
and then we are safe. 

John 15:8 gives more results of abid- 
ing in Christ. (God is glorified, and we 
become real disciples or followers of 
Christ.) 

Verses 9 and 10 show that a life of 
fellowship with Christ is a life of love. 
The love of Jesus for us is infinite, for 
it is as great as the love of God the 
Father for the Son. As we think of 
His love we cannct help loving Him 
back again. How is love shown? (By 
obedience.) And as we love and obey 
Him we shall have His smile upon us. 

The Apostle Paul lived a life of fel- 
lowship with Christ and he found it to 
be a growing life. Turn to Philippians 
3:8-16. Paul loved the Lord so well 
that, by comparison,: everything else 
seemed like rubbish. He already knew 
the Lord, but his greatest desire was to 
know Him more and more. None of us 
is nearly so far along the road as Paul 
was, but still we, too, can press for- 
ward toward the goal. The goal is per- 
fect likeness to Christ and complete fel- 
lowship with Him forever. 

In Galatians 2:20, Paul explained that 
he did not live any longer as the un- 
saved Saul of Tarsus had lived. He lived 
the new life which flowed from the Vine, 
so that it was Christ acting through Him. 
Paul certainly lived in God’s smile. 

This is the fifty-third Sunday of 1950. 
Only once in seven years do we have 
fifty-three Sundays, because in order 
for that to happen, the year must both 
begin and end on Sunday. Since New 
Year’s Eve is on the Lord’s Day, do let 
us take some extra time with Him. 

How many of you girls make New 
New Year’s resolutions? Many New 
Year’s resolutions are broken before 
January is out, and so have little value. 
But I think the habit of checking up on 
one’s self at the end of the year has 
great value. And the place this should 
be done is on one’s knees. Let us end 
this year and start the next in fellow- 
ship with Christ. Then we will have 
His smile. 

Take the world, but give me Jesus, 

Let me view His constant smile; 

Then throughout my pilgrim journey 

Light will cheer me all the while. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
w 


Blessed it is to look forward to His 
coming. But we must with patience 
wait for it; and while we wait we must 
be content to be like Him — unknown in 
the world.—T. N. O., in Choice Gleanings 
Calendar, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Christian Way (Phil. 3:8, 12-16; and 
selected passages from the quarter) 


OR the Living for Jesus Club testi- 

monies this closing lesson of the 
quarter, each pupil might tell about the 
page in his notebook which seems to 
him best. There is not much material 
for the storyteller unless he wants to 
retell the facts of Paul’s imprisonment 
and need, as brought aut in Lesson 10. 

Try to secure a picture of a track run- 
ner or a winner in school races. Paul 
used to think of his life, until he should 
reach Heaven, as a race—not a short 
race, but as a long cross-country one. 
If you read all the way through Philip- 
pians 3:8, you will find what his prize 
was, 

When the high school and college boys 
are in training for track, what do they 
have to. give up that other boys can 
have and do? They must give up rich 
foods, smoking and drinking, staying up 
nights, being lazy. Instead they must 
practice hard. But they think it is 
worth while giving up those things so 
they can win a race. The Christian must 
be willing to give up some things that 
other people do: lying, swearing, getting 
even, worldly indulgences. Paul not 
only had to give up bad things, but many 
good ones like a comfortable home and 
earning good pay. He lost about every- 
thing on this earth and was in a horrid 
jail with not always enough to eat. But 
read Philippians 3:8 again to see if he 
thought it was worth while. 

Paul was in prison. It did not seem 
as if he could run much there. He was 
pretty well stuck in the mud, wasn’t 
he? Was he giving up? He knew he 
had not finished yet, and he was still 
plodding on for Christ. “I haven't got 
there yet,” he wrote, “but I keep right 
on to reach that prize which Christ 
holds out to me. No, I’m not looking 
back, I’m going ahead. There's a great 
prize waiting for me, and I’m pushing 
on hard to get it” (Phil. 3:12-14). Then 
he cheered on the other racers: “Come 
on, all the rest of you on the Christian 
track, let’s go! Even if it’s hard, don’t 
quit and go back!” (vs. 15, 16.) 

Here is a race track for our class, (On 
the blackboard or a large sheet of paper 
have a maze with the different headings 
of the acrostic used this quarter mark- 
ing the sections of the maze. List these 
headings along the road in the order 
of the lessons rather than of the acrostic. 
Also put in branch roads here and there. 
At the end of the maze make a square 
large enough to write “Heaven,” 
“Christ,” and “crown” in it, but do not 
enter the last two until class time.) Have 
you run along this track the last three 
months? Will you quit now or keep 
on, like Paul, in the new year? If you 
keep on, what will be the prize at the 
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end? Yes, Christ (Phil. 3:8). When 
Paul really got to the end of his race, 
he saw another prize the Lord had wait- 
ing for him —find it in 2 Timothy 4:7, 
8 Were these prizes only for Paul? 
(v. 8.) They are for all who love to 
see the Lord so much that they keep 
pushing on, (List “Christ” and “crown” 
in the square.) 

“Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead 
me in a plain path, because of mine 
enemies” (Psa. 27:11, Memory Verse). 
Has the Lord been answering that prayer 
the last three months? Do you see His 
road laid out for you? Will you travel 
it this new year? There will be enemies 
who try to get you to quit or take the 
wrong road. (Indicate some branch roads 
in the maze.) Of course, there is the 
Devil himself. And sometimes your best 
friends are your enemies. They may tell 
you to go ahead and get even with some- 
one who has been mean to you. (Branch 
road leading off from “Loving one an- 
other.”) But listen instead to Paul 
cheering you on: “Come on! Even if 
it’s hard, don’t quit. Think of the 
prize!” (Use “Jesus — my prize” as the 
completion of the acrostic, agd complete 
the notebook page as usual with the 
Memory Verse and pledge.) In our les- 
sons for the new year we Shall see the 
Lord Jesus and watch Him running His 
race on earth, living for God. That will 
help us to see better how we should live 
for Ilim, too. 

Crono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE Scripture lesson given for today 

would be absolutely meaningless to 
a Primary child, so we will have to 
choose some other lesson. 

Suppose you make it a review of the 
year, not just of the lessons. It would 
be confusing to a small child to try to 
review lessons from the Old Testament, 
sandwiched in between two Icts of New 
Testament lessons. They have no idea 
of the time element which enters into 
such a study. 

Let’s think of some of the things we 
have had during the year. First, we 
must have all had a birthday. No, maybe 
somebody’s birthday is on February 29, 
and he didn’t have a birthday. Hold up 
your hand if you didn’t have a birthday 
this year. 

Did you all go to school this year, at 
least part of the year? Maybe some 
child was sick and couldn't go all the 
time. Hold up your hand. 

How many of you had the measles? 
Oh, oh! And chicken pox? Yes, some 
did. And some more of you had mumps 
and virus X, and other things, but you 
are all well enough to be here. How 
many are glad and thankful? 

Some of you had some sad days this 
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year. (Let them tell you a little about 
the sad things. Give a word of comfort 
to any child who has had a death in the 
family.) 

But some of you had some wonderful 
things happen in your family. How 
many had a new baby this year in your 
house? (Let them tell the names of the 
new babies.) 

Maybe you moved into a new house, 
or had a new radio, or a car, or a tele- 
vision set. (Take a moment for that.) 

I know some of you went on a trip 
somewhere that was interesting, and you 
learned something more about the great 
country in which we live. How many 
did? There isn’t time for you all to tell 
us about your trip, but just tell us one 
thing you saw on that trip, the most 
wonderful thing of all. (Time out for 
that.) 

How many of you went to Sunday 
school while you were on that trip? 
Oh, I’m so sorry some of you didn’t. Re- 
member, you can always go to some Sun- 
day school unless you are where there 
is no Sunday school, and then I think 
you’d better have a little Sunday school 
service of your own, don’t you? 

Now I’m going to ask you something 
important. How many of you have had 
food enough to eat every day this year? 
Have any of you been hungry? (If they 
have, let them tell about it.) 

How many of you have had decent 
clothes to wear all year? 

I think you should be the most grate- 
ful and thankful children in the world 
today. All this year, God has given you 
such blessings. We have been telling 
about some of them. And in some other 
countries, little children like you have 
been, and are now, hungry and cold, 
and have no homes. Some have lost 
their fathers and mothers, and nobody 
cares whether they live or die. They 
are sick, and nobody takes care of them. 
They never have new dresses or jeans, 
they never have such a thing as a party. 
They do not know a thing about birth- 
days or Christmas, 

Can’t you begin today thanking God 
every day for all His blessings? He does 
not love American children any better 
than the poor children of Europe and 
China and Africa, but because we have 
had the Gospel, we live better than these 
other countries, and because God has 
spared us the horror of war in our land, 
Thank Him, and then don’t forget to 
pray for those dear little children of 
other countries. This would be a good 
time to sing that song you all like, “Jesus 
Loves the Little Children of the World.” 

And while you are thanking the 
Heavenly Father for all His blessings, 
remember to thank Him for that most 
wonderful of all His gifts, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour, who died for us, 
took our sins, so that we might go free, 
and be with Him forever. 

A-very nice little token to give each 
child today would be a small calendar 
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for the coming year, inasmuch as New 
Year’s Day is tomorrow. A happy New 
Year! 


FEe.ton, CALir. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1101) 


1. That we are not only connected with 
Him, as the branches to the root, but 
very part of Him, as branches are part 
of the vine. 

2. The body (1 Cor, 12:12). 

3. (a) The root; (b) the head. 

4. (a) The fruit of godly character 
(Gal. 5: 22, 23); (b) the fruit of answered 
prayer (John 15:7); (c) the fruit of serv- 
ice (John 15:16). 

5. Abiding: keeping the channel clear. 

6. Spurious growths that are no true 
part of the vine. 

7. “That I may win Christ” (v. 8); 
“that I may know him” (v. 10); “that I 
may apprehend” (v, 12), 

8. Our reaction when we actually en- 
dure loss for His sake (v. 8). 

9. Partnership in the sufferings and 
death of Christ. 

10. Romans 8:29 gives a good answer. 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


A Call to Prayer 
on Watch Night 


(Continued from second page) 


make it bud, blossom, end bear fruit. 
The revivals restored Biblical] standards 
cf ministry and church life and work. 
Churches were greatly enlarged, and be- 
came attractive to convicted sinners, and 
a joy to al] the godly. Saints stood in 
awe of God and sinners trembled before 
Him. Ministers were the chief pro- 
moters of congregational revivals. They 
gave themselves to the ministry of the 
Word.and prayer. They did not employ 
methods that tended to promote religious 
excitement. They avoided what would 
dim men’s consciousness of God and His 
will. They used Scripture and Scriptural 
means in preaching and practice. Neg- 
lected doctrines were brought to the 
fore. Repentance and faith and the 
necessity for the work of the Spirit of 
God in regeneration and for all that per- 
tained to Christian life and godliness 
were accented. The result was that 
careless saints and even the most hard- 
ened sinners were touched by the finger 
of God. They became alarmed an” 
turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God. The view they had 
of their inward as well as their out- 
ward sinfulness stunned them. They 
were aware that they were guilty before 
God. They were so conscious of their 
iniquity that they could only with diffi- 
culty be brought to faith in God's prom- 
ise to forgive and receive such sinners 
as they knew they were. These converts 
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did not come the easy way. They had 
deep inward struggles between doubts 
and fears. They knew they had been 
rebels against God, and had- rejected 
Jesus Christ. While they hoped that 
God would be merciful to them, they 
felt that if He were not they must jus- 
tify Him if He were to banish them from 
His presence forever. And even when 
they found a little inward cheer, they 
found that cheer was more from behold- 
ihg the lovely character of God than 
ftom the hope of escaping hell, and get- 
ting from Christ a passport to Heaven. 
It was God’s character more than His 
promises of eternal salvation that gave 
them comfort. 

The fhultitudes who sought after God 
weré quiet and solemn. There were no 
disturbances. They crowded meetings. 
The young people came first, then the 
middle-aged and parents. Fathers and 
mothers were overwhelmed as they re- 
alized that they had lived so long with- 
out God, and had been so remiss in their 
duty to their children. They turned to 
God with all their hearts. They had 
morning and evening prayers. They 
filled long-neglected church pews. They 
became diligent disciples of Christ. The 
Lofd’s Day, almost lost at, that time, 
was testoted and observed. The Chris- 
tian standard of life was restored to 
Christian congregations. 

Ministers were busy from sun-up to 
wee hours in the morning during the 
great days of divine visitation. Souls 
wounded by the Spirit of God became 
so anxious for the help of pastors that 
they sometimes came in scores to their 
homes. And when they went to church 
services under conviction, they were so 
affected that they could not rise from 
their seats after the service. No won- 
der dances died, worldly pleasures were 
abandoned, vain company shunned, and 
that even at weddings Christ became the 
chief topic of conversation. Even chil- 
dren in school begged teachers to allow 
them to read their Bibles in the class- 
toom. Thus God wrought in the 
churches. May it be thus again. For 
this, let this Watch Night and the world’s 
Week of Prayer be timés of earnest, pre- 
vailihg prayer. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
Watcu Nicut SERvIcE 

The state of the Church requires it, 
the Word of God encourages it, and the 
tewatd of God’s blessing urges it. Two 
or three gathered for prayer in Jesus’ 
hame may claim the divine presence. 
The size of the Watch Night service is 
not important. A small company gath- 
ered for prayer will accomplish more 
than a large company gathered for an 
enjoyable social evening. God is not 
limited. He can save by few as well 
as by tnmamy. The number attending is 
hot the main thing; the chief concern 
should be to have the presence of the 
Lord, and the ahswer to our revival- 
Seeking intercessions. 
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The Time: Following the Sunday 
evening setvice, December 31. 

The Manner of Service: Spiritual 
songs, reading of the Word of God, 
thanksgivings, requests for prayer, in- 
tercessions, interspersed with appro- 
priate hymns. 

The Objective: A cleansing, healing 
work of the Spirit in ministers, officers, 
and members of the churches every- 
where. 

The Prayers: Let them be for things 
agreeable to the will of God. Let re- 
vival in Christian congregations be the 
main burden, 

Helpful Scripture Readings: Judges 
2:1-7; 1 Samuel 7:1-14; Psalms 44, 77, 

80, 90; parts of Acts 2, 13, 19; Revela- 
tion 1 to 3, 

Be one of a multitude of Christians to 
arrange for a Watch Night prayer gath- 
ering, and claim the promise (Matt, 18: 
19, 20) of Christ’s presence and blessing 
(1 Pet, 3:12). 

(Suggested topics for the Week of 

Prayer will be found on page 1108.) 
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8 AKRON 9, OHIO 








AGENTS 
WANTED 





Sunday 1 Supplies. 
Liberal Commissions. 





$0008000000008 WRITE TODAY FOR PULL DETAILS 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, bent. A-4 Butler, Ind. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


‘Wh - in Stee’ or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUECT TABLES 





WRITE FOR CATALOG rey 
\ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON 4CO. 











WANTED 
Book 
MISSIONARIES 





SELL BIBLES, BOOKS, MOTTOES, GREETING CARDS 
RIGHT IN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY... 


Areal Christian service | MOODY PRESS 
with a profit for you. | 820.N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 


Write for details today! | i\0"*— 


Dept. $70! 


Nome. 
























Swaddling Clothes 





Today they call it a “‘layette.’’ 


What a Privilege! 
What an Honor! 


CHRISTMAS! 
The Feast of Giving 


God so loved the world that He gave! 
The Magi brought gifts! 


502 Spadina Avenue - 





“This shall be a SIGN unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clot 


Just recently we received requests from poor 
Jewish mothers in Israel, for layettes for their newly-born babes. 


What a Service!—to clothe babes born in Bethlehem Judea! 


Wherever Jews are found, Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, Warsaw or Cracow, Berlin or 
Wroclaw, there they speak of the ministry the Scott Mission renders to Jews. 


Will you this day send your gift for the proclamation of the Gospel to the Jews, 
‘*that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.’’ 


Send your offering for Christian services for the poor Jews in Israel, Poland, 
Germany, and America to the REV. MORRIS ZEIDMAN 


SCOTT MEESSEON, : a CORPORATED 


Write for our free quarterly magazine and literature on Jews and Judaism 


. Toronto 4, Canada 
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WANTED 


Woman supervisor for boys. References needed. 
Please write: 
THE GERRY HOMES - 


Bethel Children’s Home 
Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 


A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
PRAY FOR US 


WASHINGTON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Second Semester begins January 22, 1951 
Write for catalog 


1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 


1108 


Gerry, New York 














TEACHING STEWARDSHIP gietZ 


Gem Bank poonter Sor 
collec irthday, Missionary 


and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 
Each only $1.50. At your dealer. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. *2.20u58 SAass™ Bt 20 


ROMAN CATHOLICS 


by tens of thousands doubt their selicien. Li- 
utti says, “Perhaps 60 per cent of the Roman a. 
| a ok w York City miss Mass on Sunday morn- 
in A Christian worker after mapetinn Reasons Wh 
I onscientiousl y Cannot Be A Roman Catholic at | 
“I want 5 ies. It’s excellent for Catholics and 
Protestants O caRie’ er from author (Evangelist 
- former Catholic) M. J.Anzalone, Box 54, Niagara 

Square Station, Buffalo, N. Y. Special Offer—20 for 
$1; 100 for $4. 














CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 50 


The RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
107 Ninth Street, Winona Lake, Ind. 
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Topics for the World's Week of Prayer 
January 7-14, 1951 


(See Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth’s edito- 
rial, “A Call to Prayer on Watch Night,” 
in this issue.) 


Sunday, January 7, 1951 

Suggested Sermon Topics: Old-Time 
Revivals: Psalm 44; The Laws of Re- 
vival: Isaiah 40. 


Monday, January 8, 1951 

“An Individual Revival.” Biblical Ex- 
amples: Jacob: Genesis 35:1-15; Moses: 
Exodus 3:12; Joshua: Joshua 1:1-9; Sam- 
uel:: 1 Samuel 1:1-21; David: 1 Sam- 
uel 30:1-19; Jeremiah: Jeremiah 1:4-10; 
Isaiah: Isaiah 6:1-13; Peter: John 21:1- 


°25; Apollos: Acts 18: 24-28. 


Tuesday, January 9, 1951 

“Social Revivals (two’s and three’s).” 
Biblical Examples: Caleb and Joshua: 
Numbers 14:24, 37, 38; Deuteronomy 31: 
23; 33:9; Judges 1:12-20; David and Jona- 
than: 1 Samuel 20:1-23; Daniel and his 
companions: Daniel 1:14-19; Paul and 
his brethren: Acts 13:1-5. 


Wednesday, January 10, 1951 

“Family Revivals.” Biblical ag 
Jacob’s family revival: Genesis 35: 1-15; 
Joseph and his brethren: Genesis 44 and 
45 (see 50:15-21); Joshua and his house- 
hold: Joshua 24; ‘Men of Emmaus: Luke 
24; es of Mary (Mother of Mark): 
Acts 12. 


Thursday, January 11, 1951 
“Congregational Revivals.” Biblical 
Examples: Disciples in the upper room: 
Luke 24:36-53; Disciples at Pentecost: 
Acts 1 and 2; Disciples at Antioch: Acts 
13; Disciples at Ephesus: Acts 19 (see 
also Rev. 2 and 3 for need of revival). 


Friday, January 12, 1951 

“Community Revivals.” Biblical Ex- 
amples: Jerusalem: Acts 2 to 4; Samaria: 
John 4; Acts 8; Lydda and Saron, Joppa: 
Acts 9:32-43; Ephesus: Acts 19. 


Sunday, January 14, 1951 
Suggested Sermon Topics: “National 
Revivals” — Under Moses: Exodus 4:29- 


31; Under the Judges: Judges 2, 6, 7; 
Under Elijah: 1 Kings 18:29-39; Under 
Hezekiah: 2 Chronicles 29 and 30; Under 
Joash: 2 Chronicles 34 and 35; Under 
Jonah: Jonah 3; Nation Born in a Day: 
Zechariah 12:11 to 13:9. 
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much that heresy would keep 


“Pastor” Russell’s devotees believed that the seven books bear- 








ing his name were the seven thunders foretold.in the Book of Rev- 
elation. After many of his prophecies failed, his successors eteptet 
another hoax, that they are “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” “SEVE 
THUNDERS” (25c) will surprise you. “SPIRITISM” (25c) tells os! 
experiences with the spook merchants who pretend to interview 
the dead for a price. 

“JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND” (25c), “PUDDLE TO PARA- 
DISE” (25c) and “TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” (25c) poke 
fun at the teachers who —_— that their ancestors had four kinds 

tails, and lost all of th “ALIBI, LABY, BY-BY” (25c) 


and “THE GEE- HAW OF THE MODERN JEHU” (25¢) discuss the . 


way some preachers “saw off the limb they are sitting on’’ when 
they discredit the Bible on which their church is based. How can 
any urch appeal to sensible folk when it denies its only 
authority? 

“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION” (25c) has made 
thousands laugh and other thousands think. “PUZZLES OF 
GENESIS” (25c), by explaining the use of ee in Se aren 
offers an answer to many puzzling questions. “MAN, TH AR- 
NESS MAKER” (25c) ‘and “EAGLE WINGS” (25c) aM pa meen 
help unhappy and dis- 


Bible Conference lectures, designed to 
With but 


ted people. “STOPPING THE STORK” (25c). 


appoin 
one exception, the only criticism we have heard is that it ought to have been published 25 


years sooner. 


25c each, 5 for $1. 


All 14 for only $2.80. 


Order from your bookstore or 
THE HIGHLEY PRESS, Butler, Indiana 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





How God Is Working to a Plan. By E. 
L. Langston, M.A. (Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, Ltd., London. May be had from Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $2.) The 
Rev. E. L. Langston, a minister of the 
Church of England and well-known 
speaker at the Keswick Convention for 
many years, has written a very useful 
study of the whole plan of redemption, 
with particular emphasis on its prophetic 
aspects. He outlines the seven dispen- 
sations; warns against Satan’s power, 
and Modernism; has much to say of Is- 
rael’s place in prophecy, and explains 
the three great national symbols, the 
vine, the fig tree, and the olive; gives an 
unusual outline of Jewish history from 
A.D. 50 to 1945; tells of God’s plan for 
the church and for the nations; ex- 
pounds Ezekiel 38 and 39; and describes 
conditions in the millennium. His ex- 
position of*the seven mystery parables 
of Matthew 13 is very good, and in ac- 
cordance with the dispensational teach- 
ing generally accepted among funda- 
mentalists in this country. This book 
will provide plenty of material for pas- 
tors wishing to give a series of messages 
on prophecy, and could well be used as 
a textbook in adult Bible classes. 


Pattibooks, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. By Mary E. 
LeBar. Illustrated by Faith M. Lowell. 
(Scripture Press, Chicago 5; 75 cents 
each.) These picture Pattibooks are cor- 
related with the All-Bible Nursery 
Course, “Patty Goes to the Nursery 
Class,” and prepared by the same pub- 
lisher, and will prove to be valuable 
helps and time-savers to Sunday school 
teachers of little folks. The text is 
printed in large letters on the page fac- 
ing each picture. The plastic-ring bind- 
ings enable the teacher to fold back the 
pages of the Pattibook and read the text 
while holding up the picture for the 
children to see. Each book measures 
64%2x7 inches, with pictures printed in 
four bright colors on heavy stock, and is 
bound with a durable, varnished cover. 
The individual titles of the books are 
‘I'm Giving,” “Sh-h-h-h,” “Who Loves 
Patty?” and “We Are Helpers.” These 
four books will be useful not only for 
Sunday school teachers but to parents 
as well, in teaching two and three-year- 
olds some of the great truths of the 
Christian faith. 


Patsy at Pine Cottage. By Marian 
Schoolland. (Wm, B, Eerdmans Pub, Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) Ten-year- 
old Patsy Brent was greatly indebted to 
Miss Willie, the schoolteacher who had 
come to live at her house and who had 








1950 


C$ 


| be 
Book 
treet, 
order 
"lude 
each 
lude 
>osts. 


_ By E. 
rgan & 
mm Van 
.) The 
of the 
known 
on for 
useful 
nption, 
phetic 
lispen- 
power, 
of Is- 
tplains 
is, the 
ves an 
r from 
an for 
$s; ex- 
scribes 
is ex- 
rables 
in ac- 
teach- 
funda- 
book 
r pas- 
ssages 
sed as 


ary E. 
owell. 
cents 
e cor- 
irsery 
irsery 
pub- 
luable 
school 
xt is 
e fac- 
bind- 
‘k the 
2 text 
r the 
sures 
od in 
ind is 
over. 
s are 
Loves 
These 
y for 
rents 
year- 
f the 


arian 
, Ca. 
year- 
ed to 
| had 
» had 





Lesson for December 31 


been responsible for transforming that 
house into a home where Christ was 
loved and honored. Now, as the story 
opens, Miss Willie had asked Patsy to 
be flower girl at her wedding, for she 
was going to marry Mr. Max, the 
preacher at their little church. And 
when “Aunt” Willie invited the little 
girl to spend a week, or two, at Pine 
Cottage with her and Mr. Max, when 
they returned from their wedding trip, 
she was overjoyed. “Dirty Teeny,” a 
little girl Patsy’s age, who was looked 
down upon by all the children, was also 
invited! Patsy had a struggle to accept 
that situation, but, through Aunt Willie’s 
kindly understanding, she came to real- 
ize that she as a Christian must “share 
her happiness,” and “show her thankful- 
ness by helping others.” The two little 
girls had lots of fun after that, and the 
experiences they had for the remainder 
of their visit worked out for everyone’s 
happiness. This story is a sequel to 
“Patsy of the Pinewoods.” 


A Child Kneels To Pray. By Grace Noll 
Crowell. (Augsburg Pub, House, Minne- 
apolis 15; $1.) Many Christian parents 
have forgotten, or neglected, the sacred 
vows they took to pray with and for 
their children, and to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
This little book of twenty-six prayer 
poems has been written by one who 
knows and loves boys and girls, and 
there could be no better stimulus for 
parents who have an earnest desire to 
fulfill their obligation to their children. 
In “Learning To Pray,” a little girl says, 
“My mother teaches me to pray,” and 
this particular poem is a good lesson 
for inexperienced mothers who would 
like to know how to teach their chil- 
dren to pray. Each page is attractively 
illustrated by Lee Mero, and the draw- 
ings are appropriate to the poem on that 
page. The book is nicely bound, with a 
tan, decorated cover, and a gray and 
red paper jacket. It would make a 
lovely gift for a young mother. 


About the Gospels. By C. H. Dodd. 
(Cambridge University Press, New York 
10; $1.) This is a small book of forty- 
five pages. It is just as well! What 
is written may be good writing, but it 
is certainly not good theology. Four 
brief chapters, originally radio talks via 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
deal mainly with the source and the 
writing of the Gospels. Dr. Dodd gives 
the impression that “oral tradition” and 
“human memories” are solely responsible 
for the production of the written record 
of the Gospels. The Holy Spirit and 
His inspiration are not once mentioned. 
One looks in vain for any reference like 
unto John 16:13, 14, “Howbeit, when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: . , , he shall 
receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you.” A dollar will do far more good 
if spent for distributing Gospels about, 
instead of “About the Gospels.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 31 


A Year Older — Or Are We? 
(Col. 1:10; 2 Pet, 3:18; Eph. 3:14-21) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





LL of us are conscious, in one way 
or another, that chronologically we 
are one year older today than we were 
this time last year. We have passed 
through one more birthday within the 
last 365 days. Some of us may be con- 
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We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
from 


styles to choose 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zi cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dis ssed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write fe 7 7 - , 
ob ems 
LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 

P. 0. Box 488-T Chicage 90, Ilineis 
Interdenominational —A Work of Faith 


















Buffalo Bible Institute 


He. 





A Superb Location... 


ERE in metropolitan Buffalo with 
nearly a million souls, wonderful 
4 opportunities for Christian Service 
uy await the earnest student. This unex- 
? — 7 2 a for i 4 
work often duplicates the very 
conditions with which the veadent 
must later deal in his chosen 


Prepare here for effective 
Christian service. Write 
lor new attractive Cata- 
log direct to Desk T 


The lovely Institute home. 













? Delawar 


Buffalo 9, Ne 











Henry G. Perry, Exec. Sec. 





“EVERLASTING” 
Christmas Gift 


Annuity to Mother or Dad? 
will call to mind quarterly or semi-annually, 
when the Annuity dividends are received, 
the love and affection that inspired it. 


pate in an American Tract Society Annuity 
have the satisfaction of sharing in the dis- 
tribution of the Gospel of Christ to hungry 
souls throughout the world. 


let, Investments Unlimited, describing 
our ministry and giving details about our 
gift Annuities. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Instituted in 1825 
« 21 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. ¥. 


An 


Have you ever considered giving an 
Such a gift 


At the same time, those who partici- 


Write today for free illustrated book- 
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There’s Still Time! 


Special Christmas Offer lasts until December 31st. 


Three or more pvbectiptions to gener MY CHUM, for 
children, or TH RISTIAN vacceg) X cost you 
only $1.50 Give lasting Christmas its — place 
these Christ-centered magazines in many homes each 
month. Single subscriptions $2.00 a | year- ee or 
more $1.50 each, in any 10c. 


The Christian Education Co., Box 31, “finels’ 
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1951 TORREY’S 


GIST of the LESSON 


4 over half a century of leadership 


ast | Edited by John W. Bradbury 
1ess0N | Insist on the ORIGINAL. Fifty-One 
771 years supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed thought. Digest and text 

of lesson. Full exposition. 
Other features: Cloth Bound 60¢ postpaid 
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scious physically that we have gotten 
older. Some of us may be very much 
aware that loved ones who were with 
us last year have now gone on before us 
to be with the Lord. Perhaps some very 
wonderful event, or some very painful 
experience, through which we have gone 
since last December 31 makes very real 
to us the fact that we are one year older 
today. 

And yet, as our topic suggests, we 
may well ask ourselves if we have really 
become a year older—older in experi- 
ence and, what is still more important, 
older in knowledge of Christ and in ex- 
perience in the Christian way. On this 
last day of the year, our young people’s 
meeting may well be devoted to “tak- 
ing account of stock,” and examining 
ourselves to see if we have been growing 
up into Christ (Eph. 4:15) in the year 
that is slipping away. 

oe 

Two prayers of the Apostle Paul and 
one admonition of the Apostle .Peter 
have been chosen for our meditation in 
this last meeting of 1950. Paul tells the 
Christians in Colosse that, since he heard 
of their faith and love, he has not ceased 
to pray for them that they might be 
filled with the knowledge of God’s will 
in wisdom and spiritual understanding 
(v. 9). Then he continues by asking that 
they “might walk worthy of the Lord.” 
To walk worthy of the Lord Jesus does 
not imply that we can ever merit what 
He has done and is still doing for us, 
but rather that we may have His life 
reproduced in us. In other words, that 
we may follow His example through 
having the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16; 
Phil. 2:5). 

Can we say that in 1950 we have 
walked “worthy of the Lord”? If so, 
then two things will be evident, as Paul 
goes on to point out. There will be 
fruitfulness “in every good work,” and 
there will be an increased “knowledge 
of God.” How do we measure up? Are 
we one year older in this respect? 

ye 

The second Scripture portion chosen 
for this week carries this same thought 
of growth in the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, coupling this with a “growth in 
grace” (2 Pet, 3:18). Dr. C. I. Scofield 
has this to say concerning this growth, 
“Having by grace brought the believer 
into the highest conceivable position 
(Eph. 1:6), God ceaselessly works 
through grace, to impart to, and perfect 
in him, corresponding graces (John 15: 
4, 5; Gal. 5:22, 23).” Can we truthfully 
say that 1950 has seen an increase of 
Christian graces and fruit in our lives, 
as we have gotten to know Christ better? 

wg 

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Chris- 
tians supplies our third Scripture por- 
tion. We may appropriate it as for our- 
selves on two counts. It is a part of the 
“all scripture” given for teaching, re- 
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proof, correction, and instruction in 
righteousness (2 Tim, 3:16), and also be- 
cause Paul in addressing this Letter says, 
“To the saints which are at Ephesus, and 
to the faithful in Christ Jesus.” We may 
never have been in Ephesus, but we may 
qualify under the latter clause. 

There are four great requests in this 
prayer that should bring us courage and 
assurance on the threshold of the new 
year, filled as it is with uncertainties and 
forebodings. Have you been conscious 
of a need of spiritual strength in the 
year that is past? Then there is pos- 
sible for you a strength in the inner man 
(Eph. 3:16) not measured by your 
worthiness, or by the strength of the 
Enemy, but by the resources of Christ 
Himself, who said, “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 
28: 18). 

Have there been times in 1950 when 
you have felt insecure or unstable under 
the pressure of trials or circumstances 
beyond your control? Then it is good 
to know that each of us may be “rooted 
and grounded” through having Christ 


_dwell in our hearts by faith (v. 17). Like 


the trees “planted by the rivers of 
waters” in Psalm 1, we may have our 
roots deep in God’s love and provision 
so that no wind of adversity may 
move us. 

Then in the coming year we may know 
the unknowable (vs. 18, 19). Have we 
been dissatisfied with the extent of our 
knowledge of God in the year that is 
gone? No limit is set on our increase 
of knowledge of Him in 1951, breadth, 
length, depth, and height suggest that 
there is no direction in which our growth 
in His love may not progress. 

Finally, we may be filled with God’s 
fullness (v. 19). We may not contain 
all of the Spirit of God. Only One had 
such capacity, and that was Christ Him- 
self. But every part of our being, every 
faculty may be filled and controlled by 
Him. Will you make this your prayer 
for 1951, and will you open wide your 
heart, so that He may fill you to over- 
flowing? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


A Call for Prayer 
on New Year's Day 


“ E ARE asking God’s people 

everywhere,” writes Dr. Robert 
A. Cook, president of Youth for Christ 
International, “to join with us in prayer 
at some time of the day on New Year's 
Day, 1951, that true revival floods might 
engulf the nations of this world before 
a major catastrophe occurs or our Lord 
returns. .. . As the mid-century draws 
to its close, we are pleading with God 
truly to revive His work in the midst 
of the years.” Special prayer is urged 
for the task of evangelizing the world 
in this generation through a world-wide 
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spiritual. awakening, which, Dr. Cook 
believes, is ready to break out around 
the world. 

The call for prayer was initiated by 
the five hundred delegates from thirty 
countries who attended the Third World 
Congress on Evangelism at Brussels, 
Belgium, last July 30 to August 6. Fur- 
ther information may be obtained from 
the Youth for Christ International, 220 
W. Monroe St., Chicago. 
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Free Bible Course 
Available to Servicemen 


FREE Bible study course, “What the 

Bible Teaches,” is being offered to 
servicemen by the Emmaus Bible Schools 
of Chicago and Toronto. This course 
consists of twelve simple lessons on the 
Bible and its teachings. Chapter titles 
include: The Bible; God; Man; Sin; 
Christ; Salvation; Faith; Grace; Heaven 
and Hell; Future Events, 

The course is particularly suitable for 
those who have had no previous Bible 
training. However, it is also in much 
demand by young believers, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Requests for the course must come 
from servicemen on active duty, giving 
their service address. Letters or cards 
should be addressed to Emmaus Bible 
School, 6902 S. Normal Boulevard, Chi- 
cago 21, 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
December 25 to 31 
Mon.—Galatians 2:17-21. “Christ in Us.” 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Christ liveth in 
me.” Christ personal, living and grow- 
ing in our hearts, and not Christ doc- 
trinal, merely filling our minds, saves, 
keeps, and satisfies. The proof of our 
salvation is Christ in us. Can people 
see Jesus in you? Do they take knowl- 
edge that you have been with Him and 
that you manifest His grace in speech 
and action? Pray for Eastern European 


alliances with modernism. 


Veterans who have not 


Shelton College 


Formerly The Nationol Bible Institute 


offers a liberal arts education free from 
denominational bias and all entangling 


Second semester begins January 22,1951 
Write for catalog and register NOW. 


Shelton College 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


begun 


their training, ne ee ne Som 
June (1951) or lose the G. I. benefits. 





ploubets 
LE ; 













77th ennval 
volume for 


1951 


NOTES 





d famou 


> Wo >r\ 
The WS nal 


ter 
ah for pastors, teachers and 
Bible students by WILBUR M. SMITH 


Published by W. A. WILDE CO. 
BOSTON 16, MASS. 


nat 10 
Maal 





























PRESENT 


SHuthentic Bible Stories in Ccautjful Full Color 





| 4 ‘ Typical Subjects Include: 
ere is an outstanding new series The Lest Supper 
of superb Filmstrips—Biblically ac- Jesus Before Annes and Calaphes 
F Jesus Before Pilate 

curate, beautifully produced, and The Crucifixion and Burial of Jesus 
priced within reach of every bud- When Jesus Was Twelve 

' ‘ ‘ . . Solomon, King of Israel 
get! Authentic costuming, settings, Neamen end d the Little Maid 
and characterizations. Awe-inspir- wana my > ety oh 


ing beauty. Ideal for Sunday wep you supplied with 8 


k 
; m of iti wbjects, suitable for 
Schools, Released Time Classes, Va- Sf _saditional subjects. | sulla are. 
ram. Write for list of subjects now 


cation Bible School, etc. fh production. 
Concordia Filmstrips are most reasonably priced et only $5.00 each 


4 2 A a Write us obout these 
— uci - isual catids ~— Croce 


Our Planned Production Schedule will 


Filmstrips, .}- 
Denominational Book 


flow 








CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 








1112 (24) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Dec. 31) Dec. 16, 1950 


Mission, 1166 Diversey Parkway, Chi- 


YEAR AFTER YEAR cago 14. 


ONE OF AMERICA’S 
Tues.—2 Corinthians 6:1-10. 
OUTSTANDING CONFERENCES “Working Together With Him.” 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Workers together 


45th Annual with him.” Working for the ‘Lord is 
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WEEK 


FEBRUARY 5-11 


Plan to attend! Write for complete 
program 


is best of all. But let us not lose sight 
of the fact that unless the Lord does a 
1951 saving work in us we shall never be 
able to do Christian work for and with 
Him. As He worketh with the Father 
so we must work with Him if we are 
to have His blessing. Pray for the Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 


Wed.—John 14:18-23. The Test of Love. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUT ree he it is that loveth me.” Love’s test is 
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practical not sentimental. Many love 
in word, few in deed and truth. Christ 




















WHAT WOULD JeSus D0? 


Here is a little Korean girl whose name is 
Chaisoon. Now she is very happy. But 
her tomorrow is very uncertain. You see, 
Chaisoon has leprosy, but she doesn’t know 
it. Who dares to tell this happy child that 
her future means slow disfigurement, lonely 
exile, and, possibly, death? Will you ask 
yourself—what would Jesus have -me do? 
His Word says: Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto the least of these little ones, ye 
have done it unto me. 


wnat wit. You vo 
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EIGHT CENTS A DAY WILL CHANGE HER LIFE 


Only thirty dollars for one year will buy the medicine, food, and clothes to 
save this child from a life of misery. ($2.50 per month, $5.00 every other 
month, $7.50 every quarter.) Christian workers will give her the love of 
Christ as well.as medical treatment. Your gifts will give this child, and 
others, food for the body and food for the soul. 
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did not save us to abandon the right- © 


eousness of the Law but to fulfill it by 
walking in the Spirit. He never gave 
His grace to lead us to ways that bring 
us and His cause into disgrace. Pray 
for Israel’s Remnant, Inc., 15830 Little- 
field, Detroit 27. x 


Thurs.—Ephesians 3:14-19. 
Inward Growth, 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man.” 
Growth in virtue and vigor by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit proves our union with 
Christ. Blessed is the man whose vir- 
tue and strength are in Christ. The out- 
ward man decays, but if the inward 
man is renewed day by day, the like- 
ness of Christ, who is the image of God, 
appears in such people by their words 
and ways of righteousness. Pray for 
the American Home Bible League, 11046 
Wentworth Ave., Chicago 28. 


Fri.—Philippians 3:8-16. 
“That I May Know Him.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “That I may know 
him, and .. . ” We may know the doc- 
trine of Christ without knowing Christ, 
of whom the doctrine speaks. The early 
disciples of Christ were slow in coming 
to know who had been their teacher. 
Peter, Philip, and Thomas are examples 
of dullness of soul in coming to know 
the Lord. Of many still our Lord must 
ask: “Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known me?” 
But when we know Him we need also 
to know Him more and more in service, 
fellowship, and sufferings. Pray for Faith- 
Mission-on-the-Gulf, Crystal Beach, Pi- 
nelas County, Fla. 


Sat.—1 John 4:12-18. Abiding in God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that dwell- 
eth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.” The most notable characteristic 
in God is His benevolence. “God is 
love.” And the main evidence of God’s 
Spirit in us is love. “By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another” (John 13: 
35). And only such who abide in love 
abide in God. “He that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light” (1 John 2: 
10). Pray for the Orinoco River Mission, 
Inc., 30 North Raymond Ave., Pasadena 1, 
Calif. 


Sun.—John 15:1-10. 
The Vine and the Branches. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches.” It is one thing 
to be in Christ professionally and 
quite another to be in Him possession- 
ally. Some are claiming union with 
Christ who give no proof of being 
joined to Christ. When we are in 
Christ and Christ liveth in us, we 
show it by bearing the fruit of grace 
and truth which so marked the life of 
Christ on earth. Do you abide in 
Christ, and does His Word abide in 
you? Pray for the American Rural 
Mission, Inc., Box 21, St. Paul 2, Minn. 
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